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Dear all,
I hope that you all had a lovely Easter break
although it seems like a distant memory now! It
feels like it has been an eternity since my last
newsletter and school has been exceptionally
busy since we have returned to start the summer
term.
The gradual lifting of restrictions are a welcome
change and it has certainly been noticeable
amongst children, staff and parents. Hearing
conversations about what people have been able
to do, and who people have been able to see have
been truly uplifting! Fingers crossed for the
roadmap to continue as we find our way back to
some form of normality.
I have updated a number of events, and, as we
learn more from the Government and DfE
guidance changes, we will communicate further
details. I am now very confident that the Year 4,
5 and 6 residentials will go ahead and we should
have confirmation of this in the next couple of
weeks.
I am also optimistic and planning on being able to
return to a full summer event program for at
least the end of the summer term.
As a school we have a few clear aims for the
summer term:
 To prepare our children in the very best way
we can for the move to their next year group
 To provide a summer term of HIGH VALUE
LEARNING
Thank you for taking the time to read this latest
newsletter.
Mr S England
Headteacher

Currently all school events are subject to
change and we are awaiting updated guidance
21st May – EYFS Pirate Day
25th May – Y5 Residential Parent meeting
26th – 27th May Science Workshops
26th May – Y4 Residential Parent meeting
27th May – Y6 Residential Parent meeting
28th May – Art Day
31st May – HALF TERM
7th June – INSET Day
7th – 9th June – Year 5 Residential
11th June – Year 1 Class assembly
11th June – Skip2bfit workshops
14th June – Class Photos
16th June – Year 5 WW2 Visit
17th June – Year 3 Verulamium Trip
18th June – Reception Class assembly
18th June – PTA Father’s Day Shop
21st June – Year 6 Assessment Week
23rd – 24th June – Year 4 Residential
25th – 28th June – Year 6 Residential
28th June – Assessment Week
29th June – Reception Knebworth Trip
30th June – Whole School Photo
5th July – Nursery Induction Meeting
6th July – Reception Induction Meeting
th
 8 July – Transition Day (Move Up Morning)

























FURTHER END OF TERM EVENTS TO BE
CONFIRMED
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URGENT – PARKING

Parent Governor Welcome
As we only had one parent governor nomination there
is no requirement for a ballot.

We still have vehicles either parking or dropping
off children at the front of the school. This has
been on both sides of Silver Street where there
are either double yellow lines or Zig-zag markings.

I am delighted to inform everyone that we welcome
Mrs Prowle on to our Governing Board as a new
parent governor. I want to thank her for her
commitment to supporting the school and look
forward to working with her.

Staffing

Parents MUST NOT park or even stop in these
zones. We have witnessed children having to cross
blindly from the path from the Rose and Crown. At
times this has even been blocked by a car.
Unfortunately, the front of our school DOES NOT
lend itself to a stop and drop zone.
In addition to this there has been a recent
complaint from a member of the public regarding
parking at the top of the meadow. This has been
reported to the Parish Council.

We have almost finalised our staffing structure for
September 2021. We are aiming to share this with
parents straight after half term. In the mean time
I would like to share the following:

As a school we are unable to act on these offences
however the local police have said they will conduct
more regular patrols.

 I am delighted to inform you that we will be
welcoming Mr Kent and Miss Back who will
join us in September. They will also be
joining us for Transition Day on 8th July

Extra-Curricular Sports Club

Half Term Holiday Club - Premier
There will be a Premier Camps Multi-activity Holiday
Club at Ashwell School on the following dates:
Tuesday 1st – Friday 4th June.
This will be open to children aged 4-12 and more
information is available at:
https://www.premier-education.com/holidaycamps

We are delighted that we have now been able to
resume some of our extra-curricular clubs.
Children are enjoying multi-sports such as
cricket, tennis, rounders, hockey and athletics.
Unfortunately they are currently fully booked.
We will aim to expand our offer from September
where we hope to return to a full program.
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Year 5 Maths Challenge

On Tuesday 27th April, four of our Year 5 pupils
stayed behind after school and took part in the
Herts for Learning annual Maths team challenge.
This consisted of a number of rounds containing a
variety of complex problems to solve. The
competition involved 9 heats and over 250 schools
taking part. The top 20 teams over all the heats
have now been placed in a final.
A huge congratulations to Jacob, Amelie, Laura
and James who have made it through to the final.
What a fantastic achievement. We wish them the
best of luck in the final that will take place on
Thursday 27th May.

Handwriting & Spelling Focus

Year 5 – David Attenborough

This term we have been learning all about Sir David
Attenborough and a lot of our own work in English
and Topic has been based on him. He has even joined
us in the classroom as you can see above!
In English, we were writing biographies about him. I
found out that the only animal he doesn’t like is rats!.
Then, in topic work, we are finding out how to have a
more eco-friendly life style and do our bit for making
the planet a better place. It has been a lot of fun
and David has encouraged me to help the planet a
little more.
This week is his Birthday so we have all made and
written our own birthday cards to him. We hope they
get to him in the post on time!

Since returning to school we have noticed that one
By Amelie B
of the areas children have struggled with the
most is their handwriting and spelling. Mrs Furr
has now introduced an award for the most effort
in handwriting and one for spelling in each class.
We are sharing the winners of these in our weekly
sharing assembly where children are given
certificates and it is already having a huge impact.
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PTA Updates
Thank you to those who have made additional
donations recently and to those who have handed
in uniform for the second hand uniform shop.
Although we are currently unable to return to
business as normal with PTA events, our PTA are
working in the background to plan for when this
will be possible.
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Attendance
Attendance at Ashwell has naturally been affected
this year. It is currently below what we would
expect with our whole school figure currently at
96.5%

We know that people are desperately hoping to be
able return to holidays abroad soon. However, our
school attendance policy remains the same and I
have to remind parents to avoid booking holidays or
Watch this space!
medical appointments during school times wherever
possible. Hertfordshire County Council have now
Remember you can still support the school by using
resumed issuing fixed penalty notices for
the link below when shopping online:
unauthorised absences.
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ash
wellschool/
Class
%
Or by donating @
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button
_id=FMN6V7N9XZDVY

Donate a Book to our Library

Oak (Reception)

98.5%

Year 3

97.7%

Acorn (Nursery)

97.5%

Year 4

97.4%

Year 1

97.1%

Year 6

96.8%

Year 2

94.5%

Year 5

93.6%

Well done to Reception who finish top of the
attendance table this half term!

Book donations continue to come into the school
from our wish list.
A huge thank you to everyone who has already
purchased a new book for the school library. To see
our children’s wish list and to donate a new book
please see: http://amzn.eu/0R6HXLA

Year 1 enjoying the Olympic Dance workshop
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Olympic Dance Workshops
th

On Friday 30 May, classes across the school
enjoyed an Olympic Dance workshop. They spent
their sessions learning a dance sequence that led
to a performance at the end. It was fantastic to
be able to welcome external specialists back into
school to give our children this opportunity. Thank
you to Miss Meehan our PE leader for organising it.
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Year 4 – Stone Age cave art

Year 4's new topic this term is the Stone Age to
Iron Age.

Transition Information
The information coming from Hertfordshire
County Council at the moment suggests that we will
be able to run a normal transition program for our
children in July.
The county transition day is Thursday 8th July.
Having discussed plans with Knights Templar, we
know that they are planning for a normal transition
day for our Year 6 children who are going there.
As it stands, we plan to have our usual ‘Move up
morning’ where children will spend the morning with
their new class teachers. Further information will
be shared nearer to the time along with
information about our new Nursery and Reception
parent induction meetings.

They started the unit with looking at the Stone
Age and the lives of the people who lived in this
period. Due to being a time before reading and
writing existed, Stone Age people communicated
through art on the walls of caves. Year 4 turned
their classroom into a cave and replicated some of
the designs that would have been used, using
charcoal and chalk!
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School Council Update
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Walk to School Week

17th -21st May
We all know the health benefits of walking so
please help us this week to reduce congestion by
supporting children in being more active and help
reduce lower carbon emissions during this Walk to
School Week.
We would like to encourage all our pupils to try
and walk, cycle or scoot to school during this
week. If it’s not possible to walk all the way, then
it would be great if you could park 10 minutes
away from school and walk or scoot the last part
of your journey.

The two projects that our school council have been
working on recently are now complete. The new
Friendship zone is complete and our vision, values
and school rules signs have arrived and been
installed.

Further details will come from Mrs Wild in a
letter next week and we will be launching it in
assemblies with children.

Building work – well underway!

Construction of our new Reception and Office

New disabled & Key Stage 1 Toilets

