3rd

Ashwell Primary School

Newsletter
3 r d A p ri l 20 20

Happy Easter!
Dear all,
Well… this has got to be, quite easily, the
strangest newsletter that I have ever written
during my time in education!
We find ourselves in unprecedented times that
are providing huge challenges for our school
community, the country and indeed the world.
The spring term was progressing beautifully in
school with the children in full flow with their
curriculum studies. It was always going to be a
short, fun packed term, with a huge amount
planned for the children, but we had no idea
back in January when we started, that it would
end the way that it did.

As school is currently closed with no known
return date – All planned school events; trips
etc. are currently postponed or cancelled.
Depending on circumstances and on when the
school re-opens, we will endeavour to reschedule as many cancelled events as we are
able to.

Nevertheless, we were still able to fit an
incredible number of events in before the
forced closure and I could not let an
opportunity pass to share all of these
wonderful things with you in this end of term
newsletter.

Quick Links to Key Home Learning Pages:

Read on to find out all about: our new vision
statement and core values; footballing success;
story writing winners; art club adventures;
chess success; work of the PTA; world book
day; the Royal Albert Hall and much more!

Google classroom: https://classroom.google.com/

I cannot find the words to share with you how
incredibly proud I am of our whole school
community at this difficult time. I applaud my
staff for their hard work, dedication,
commitment and enthusiasm at this time. They
are an amazing team and we are all incredibly
lucky to have them working for our children and
families. I must also say how well our children
seemed to take the news and how maturely
they dealt with our last few days together
before the closure.

Further information to follow.

Website:
https://ashwell.herts.sch.uk/curriculum/homelearning/

Purple Mash:
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/ashwell
Finally, I want to thank all of our parents. You have
worked with us and supported us throughout the
last few weeks and I can honestly say as a
Headteacher that it has made an incredible
difference and allowed us all to focus on doing the
very best for our children.
I wish everyone the best health – Stay safe
Mr S England
Headteacher
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Donate a Book to our Library

Football Success

Book donations continue to come into the school
from our wish list. A huge thank you to everyone
who has already purchased a new book for the
school library.
To see our children’s wish list and to donate a new
book please see: http://amzn.eu/0R6HXLA

On Wednesday 26th February our Year 6 children
from Football Club took part in a rural schools
football tournament at the Baldock Arena.

Story Writing Competition
As well as getting involved in the national BBC
story-writing competition, many of our students
also entered our very own ‘Ashwell School 500Word Story Competition’.

Result
Ashwell 1–0 Pirton
Weston 0–2 Ashwell
Ashwell 2-0 Codicote
St Chris 0–4 Ashwell
Ashwell 1–0 StIppolyts

Despite winning all of our group matches and not
conceding a single goal, we looked to have run out of
steam in the Semi-Final match and suffered an
agonizing 1-0 loss to St Chris.
Huge congratulations to our team who were
fantastic throughout and showed great
TEAMWORK and SPORTSMANSHIP

Special certificates were handed out to those who
entered, with extra-special recognition given to
our winners:
George K (Years 1 and 2)
Amelie Bl (Years 3 and 4)
Felix Hard (Years 5 and 6)
Alice Kendrick (overall winner).
Lots of these entries were shared during one of
our morning assemblies.
Thank you to Mr Maddox for running this
competition. I know that he really enjoyed reading
through all of the entries and it was fantastic to
see the children putting their writing skills to
purposeful use!

Scorers
Charlie C
Ailsa H, Thomas M
2 x Charlie C
2x Jude P,Freddie S,Finn Y
Freddie C

Art Club
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World Book Day

Chess Championships

Ashwell School pupils once again celebrated
reading in style this year with many students
(and staff!) dressing up as one of their favourite
book characters. We were incredibly lucky to be
joined by visiting illustrator Martin Impey as
well as author/illustrator James Mayhew who
both ran inspiring workshops for our students
during the week. Playgroup and Gloria’s visited
our school library one morning, joined by
Nursery students, and our library also opened to
students after school for the first time - an
opportunity we hope to be able to continue in the
future.

Our U11 chess team played on Sunday in Zone 17 of
the National Primary Schools Chess Championships,
at Westminster Under School in central London.

PTA Updates
Despite it being the last day before school
closed, we were still able to run our Mothers’ day
shop. The children really enjoyed this and we
hope that the mums liked their presents!
We are now obviously in uncertain times and
planning for all future events are currently on
hold until we find out when things will be back to
some normality. It was a real shame, as we were
very excited about our family Easter bingo event
that we had planned!
Remember you can still support the school by
using the link below when shopping online:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ashw
ellschool/

Ashwell had 2 close-fought matches in the first 2
rounds, losing 3-2 to Wimbledon Prep A and 1-4 to
an 'Arbiters' Team'. Then we got into our stride
and won the next 2 matches, beating Wimbledon
Prep B 3-2 and Westminster Cathedral School 3.51.5. In the last round we had to play the hosts,
Westminster Under A, who have won the overall
competition twice in the last 3 years and have an
entire trophy cabinet of chess silverware! Our
players fought hard but the opponents have several
England players in their team and we lost 0-5.
Ashwell finished 9th out of 11 school teams with
9.5/25, a great result considering this was the
first time we've entered this competition.
I am so proud of all the players, who were an
absolute credit to themselves and the school. Their
enthusiasm was undimmed by the end of the day,
they were still playing chess on phone apps in the
car on the way home!
I want to say a huge thank you to Mrs Hunt and Mr
Heal for running our chess club and to all of the
parents who enabled them to take part.
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Pond Rejuvenation
After many years of letting the pond develop in
its own wild way, we have finally been able to
restore it to its former glory! Many of our
children and indeed parents and staff were not
around when the pond was first installed. Despite
its wild look, we have continued to use the pond
each year for a variety of reasons. During the
week when the experts were working on the pond,
it created a huge buzz around the school.
Children, parents and staff regularly wondered
over to talk to the gentlemen working on it and
asked some fascinating questions. It was amazing
to see what was lurking beneath the duck week. A
huge number of frogs and newts. Since the filter
has been cleaned, and the ‘bubbling brook’
restored, the pond has quickly come back to life
and has been filled with mating frogs. Many
classes have visited to see the frogspawn!
A huge thank you to the PTA for funding this
project following a request from the school
council.
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Royal Albert Hall
Members of the choir in Upper Key Stage 2 were
incredibly lucky to sing at one of the most
prestigious and famous concert halls in the world in
early March. Bright and early on Sunday 8th, and
accompanied by Mr Maddox, Mrs Young and Miss
Munday, pupils set off for the Gala event at the
Royal Albert Hall. Everyone was very excited to
perform at such an iconic venue and to be joined by
hundreds of other pupils from across Herts.
Everyone had worked hard on the weeks leading up
to the event, rehearsing to sing some quite
ambitious pieces. The concert that afternoon
brought together over 1,100 children, 2 chamber
choirs, 3 big bands, 1 rock band, 4 dance groups, 2
Songwriter groups and 100 orchestra players, all
sharing their incredible musical talent and creating
an excellent celebration of music in Hertfordshire.
A big thank you to parents and families who were
able to join us in London that day and offer such
fantastic support.

Plea for donations
If parents or children are having a clear out of
bedrooms and games rooms at any point, staff
would be very grateful for any donations of
children’s jigsaw puzzles or board games.
We have lots of puzzles and games in school with
pieces missing which makes it very frustrating for
the children!
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Staffing
Despite it being a difficult time at the moment, we
must continue to work on our school budget and
2020-21 school development plans.
As you will no doubt be aware, it is also the time of
year where we are aiming to finalise our staffing
arrangements for the next academic year. We will
endeavour to share this with you as soon as it is
final however in the mean time I would like to
share the following:
 We will be saying a huge thank you and
goodbye to Mrs Tumber towards the end of
next half term. Mrs Tumber has been with
us for a while now and a huge asset. I want
to thank her for her hard work and
dedication and wish her well with her future
ventures!
 Mrs Furr will be returning from her
maternity leave at the end of May (Yes you
may have seen her around recently as she
has been keeping in touch!)
 I am delighted that Miss Meehan will also

Science Week
We just managed to fit Science Week in before
having to close the school! The children had a
fantastic week, it involved special science themed
assemblies, a poster competition, a science and
technology based engineering competition as well
as a variety of classroom science based lessons.
Children across the school told us how much they
enjoyed the week and the wide variety of activities
on offer.

We would like to thank all the children for taking
now join the school on a permanent contract part so enthusiastically and the teachers, for
making it such a great, fun-filled week! We would
As it stands, we are fully staffed for September.
also like to thank the following parents who came in
to school to talk about their work relating to the
School Vision & Core Values
various sciences:
Staff, Governors and children have recently spent
time reviewing our school vision and while we all felt Year 1 - Mr Wild
Year 3 - Helen Chandler
that our statement still meets our vision, we have
decided to create a strap line that summarises this. Year 4 - Susana Alcantara
Year 6 - Sarah Lloyd- Fox
You may have seen this on our new letter headers
Children were inspired and it offered them the
and our website.
chance to see how the sciences link to so many
Shaping futures: Together we learn, care and
areas of our lives.
grow
In addition to this, we have decided on 6 core
values to work towards:
Respect
Empathy
Resilience
Cooperation
Independence
Self-awareness
https://ashwell.herts.sch.uk/our-school/vision-values/
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What have we been up to in
school during COVID-19 closure
Many of you will be aware that the Government
asked schools to remain open for a very small
number of children. At Ashwell School we been
providing a COVID-19 childcare provision for Key
Workers. Each morning we have been
participating in the PE with Joe live! Take a look
at what else we have been up to.
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Church Tower Restoration Logo
The children have recently had a visit from Rev’d
Robert Evens. During an assembly he talked to
the children about the Church tower restoration
project and launched a logo design competition.
The deadline for the competition entries closed
today and we are excited to see the outcome!

COVID-19 & Home Learning

I am sure that we have all found adapting to
these new ways of working very challenging. Staff
have all been incredibly impressed with what they
have seen and heard from families over the last
couple of weeks and we want you all to know that
you are doing an incredible job.
We know how overwhelming it may be for some
parents and children and our key message
remains: You are not being asked to ‘Home School’
or teach your children. We are asking you to
facilitate some home learning activities.
Rainbows of support

After Easter, Google Classroom will become they
key place for information, learning activities and
ideas and the website will still be there for you as
a back-up although not updated as frequently.
Please take time to become familiar with Google
Classroom, Purple Mash and a few key websites to
support you. If you are having problems accessing
please contact techsupport@ashwell.herts.sch.uk

Year 1 Art Work

Appreciation Apples for our staff

Have a lovely Easter everyone.
Stay safe
From all of the staff at Ashwell School.

