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Dear all,
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Happy Half Term

We are now coming to the end of what has been
a very strange and challenging half term. We
have returned to some form of normality and
routine whilst still operating under the COVID19 guidance. Most importantly, we have, so far,
managed to avoid any partial closures or direct
impact of positive cases. Long may that continue!
Unfortunately, the ongoing pandemic has meant
that we have already had to cancel a number of
events next half term. Full details of these can
be found in the events list opposite. We will
endeavour to make the children’s time in school
in the lead up to Christmas as special as we can
and some of this information can be found in this
newsletter.
I was delighted that we were able to deliver
parent consultations with you. I know that the
teachers were pleased to be able to have some
contact with you, all be it, virtual! Thank you to
those who provided us with feedback, on the
whole it seemed a huge success.




















22nd Oct – Year 6 Class Assembly (video)
23rd Oct – INSET DAY
26th – 30th Oct – Half Term
1st-8th Nov – PTA Guy Fawkes Trail
13th Nov - Children in Need
16th Nov – Anti-Bullying week
20th Nov-Year 5 Class Assembly (video)
26th Nov – Christmas Bazaar (cancelled)
27th Nov – Occasional Day (School Closed)
4th Dec -Year 4 Class Assembly (video)
5th Dec – PTA Turkey Dinner (cancelled)
8th-9th Dec – EYFS Nativity (cancelled)
11th Dec – Xmas Jumper day
11th Dec – PTA Christmas Disco (cancelled)
14th–15th Dec – Widdershins Theatre visit
16th-17th Dec Key Stage 1 Show (cancelled)
17th Dec - Christmas Lunch
18th Dec – End of Term (1:00pm)

Building Work - IMPORTANT

Finally, please do take a few minutes to read the
sections in this newsletter about our new
Remote Learning Policy and new Homework
Policy. Both of these policies have been written
with the feedback from parents and staff being
taking into consideration.
Over half term we are having some roofing repair work
carried out. This will mean that there will be
Thank you for your continued support and I wish
scaffolding erected around the school. This started
you all a fantastic half term!
last weekend.
Mr S England
In addition to the repair work, the hall roof is also
Headteacher
being replaced due to an ongoing leak. This work will
take between 4 and 6 weeks to complete.
We are not anticipating that this will have any impact
on the day to day running of the school or to access
areas.
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PTA Updates
The PTA face challenging times with events such
as the Fireworks, discos and others unable to go
ahead. The committee are still trying to arrange
fundraising opportunities and we will be able to
bring you more information after half term.

Wrap Around Care & Clubs
With current COVID-19 guidance, the breadth of
before and after school clubs that we are able to
facilitate are more limited than usual. If your child
is interested in attending before or after school
clubs, we highly recommend using Premier wrap
around care as they now offer an extensive range of
both sporting, art, craft and performing arts
activities. For full details of their offer please visit:
https://ashwell.herts.sch.uk/parents/wraparoundcare/
or to book:
https://www.premiereducation.com/parents/venue/courses/4526/?locati
on=ashwell

Lunches & Break Time Snacks

In the meantime, please do support the PTA Guy
Fawkes Trail that will be taking place between
1st and 8th November. Please see the PTA
Facebook page for full details.

At Ashwell we do our best to promote a healthy
lifestyle.

Thank you to those who have made donations
recently and to those who have handed in uniform
for the second hand uniform shop.

We also have a number of children with nut allergies
in school and ask that parents do not include food
items with nuts in your child’s packed lunch.

The PTA are keen to help us make the lead up to
Christmas at school as special as we can for the
children. You can read about how they are helping
in the section on Christmas events later in this
newsletter.

It is essential that children come to school with a
water bottle each day. Can we please ask that the
water bottle is named and that children only have
water. We have already noticed some children
bringing in bottles of juice.

Remember you can still support the school by
using the link below when shopping online:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ash
wellschool/

Staffing News

Or by donating @
www.Paypal.me/AshwellschoolPTA

Children should not have any form of sweets or
chocolate bars in their lunches or for a snack.

It is with sadness that we will be saying goodbye to
Mr Maddox at the end of the autumn term. Mr
Maddox has been with us for just over two years
now. I want to thank him for his hard work during his
time with us and wish him well in his new venture as
he moves on to take up an assistant head post at his
new school.
We have also recently said goodbye to Mrs Harris
who worked at Ashwell for around seven years as a
Learning Support Assistant. We welcome Mrs Black,
who replaces her working in Year 1.
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Virtual London Marathon

A huge thank you and congratulations to Ni Button
and Laurence Simon for their fantastic
fundraising effort. We are extremely grateful for
the funds that they have raised. The weather on
the day was certainly not on their side and made
the 26.2 miles around the North Hertfordshire,
Bedfordshire and South Cambridgeshire villages
even more of a challenge!
Thank you to everyone who supported them on the
day and to those who donated. I know that
speaking to them, the generosity of donations
helped them get through the run! A total of
£1,821 was raised. A fantastic effort.
Watch them cross the finish line here:
https://twitter.com/AshwellSchool/status/13127
47413526937606

Spooktacular Halloween
Council leaders across Hertfordshire are
encouraging people to celebrate Halloween safely,
helping to save lives by preventing the spread of the
coronavirus.

Attendance & COVID-19

This year, many Halloween traditions such as trick or
We are very aware that attendance is likely to be treating carry a risk and the county’s message is
clear: this Halloween, stick to a safer way of having
lower this year as a result of parents rightly
fun.
taking extra precautions.
The local authority have said that schools can
now apply for Fixed Penalty Notices in respect of
children who are not attending school due to a
reason not related to COVID-19, i.e. an
unauthorised holiday. FPNs can also be
considered in respect of historical poor
attenders who were persistent absentees in the
19/20 academic year. This means that this part
of our policy has now resumed.

For full Hertfordshire guidance please visit:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-thecouncil/news/news-archive/herts-leaders-advisestay-safe-for-halloween-2020

Donate a Book to our Library

Book donations continue to come into the school
from our wish list. A huge thank you to everyone who
has already purchased a new book for the school
library.
To see our children’s wish list and to donate a new
May I remind parents to avoid booking holidays book please see: http://amzn.eu/0R6HXLA
or medical appointments during school times.
Attendance remains vitally important to us. We
want to work with families to support this ethos
and welcome conversations should you have
concerns.
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Builders Visit Reception
During a recent site visit to the school, some of
the builders were walking around on top of the
Reception class roof. The children were interested
in what they were doing and wanted to invite them
in to ask them questions. We arranged a class visit
and the children enjoyed hearing about all of the
work that was taking as well as the importance of
how they keep safe when working. They were
excited to see various tools and especially the
blowtorch!
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This was the pattern our culprit’s message made.

Mr Maddox found black pens on 7 teachers’ desks
around the school: Miss Allworth, Miss Meehan, Mr
England, Miss Harber, Mrs Young, Ms Coates and
Mrs Wild.
We made marks on our filter paper using the 7
different black pens. We cut out strips of paper and
placed them in a petri dish of water. We then
studied and recorded the patterns and colours to
see if the chemical reaction was similar to the note
we had received.

Year 5 – Science
HAVE YOU SEEN THIS GOAT?

Chromatography experiment
Our class goat was kidnapped from the classroom!
We discovered this ominous note left behind in its
place…

We used a process called chromatography to see
the patterns and colours created on the filter
paper when the water mixed with the ink of the
pen.

Our investigation led us to believe that Miss Meehan
was our classroom goat thief! George and Jacob
confirmed our suspicions by going to Miss Meehan’s
classroom - the goat has been returned to us!
Hooray!

Ashwell School Newsletter
Year 5 – Art Work
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Year 4 – Science
In Science, we have been learning about
vertebrates and invertebrates. In one of our
lessons, we went on an invertebrate hunt in our local
environment, the school meadow! We used a
classification key to help us identify what
invertebrates we found. The weather conditions
were perfect for lots of worms and snails to come
out in as it was so wet! We had great fun exploring
and getting muddy!

Daniel

Bread Baking - Reception
Hendrix

Amelie

The Reception children have been reading The Little
Red Hen in class. They have looked at different
versions of the story and acted it out with puppets.
The activity they enjoyed most though was using
flour, yeast, water and oil to make bread rolls just
like the Little Red Hen did in the story. 'They are
yummy! Crusty on the outside and soft in the
middle'. They have also enjoyed eating different
breads from around the world, including pitta,
brioche, croissant and naan bread.

Ashwell School Newsletter
Nursery & Reception Tours &
Admission Arrangements
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School Governors

The beginning of this year has seen our Chair of
Governors step down. Mrs. Northern has been a
As a result of the current COVID-19 pandemic, we
have specific systems of controls in place to protect Governor for many years and more recently has
spent the last three years as our Chair. I want to
our children, staff and school community.
thank her for her incredible support during this
Regretfully, we are unable to run our school tours
period.
and open mornings in the usual way. We know how
important this time is for you and we are keen to
I am pleased to be able to share with you that Mrs
show prospective parents around our school. Please Jacoutot has been elected as the new Chair of
visit our admissions page for full details regarding
Governors. I very much look forward to working
COVID-19 Secure tours and to book a place:
with her.
https://ashwell.herts.sch.uk/our-school/admissions/

Alternatively you may wish to view our virtual
school tour here:
https://poly.google.com/view/cOeYuUEiQ0P

Reception - September 2021 Intake
Applications open – 2.11.20
Deadline for applications – 15.1.21
Allocation Day – 16.4.21
All Reception admissions via:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
Nursery - September 2021 Intake
Application opens – 4.1.21
Deadline for applications – 5.2.21
Allocation Day – 26.2.21
All Nursery admissions via:
On-Line Application Form

In addition to this, we welcome Mrs. Boyle who
joins the Governing board as a community
governor.

School Council 2020-21
As our School Council did not get the full
opportunity last year they will remain in place for
this year.
Congratulations to the following children who
make up our school council this year:
Year 1 – Hector & Aoife
Year 2 - Fletcher & Emily
Year 3 - Leo & Ava-Rose
Year 4 – William & Iona
Year 5 - Janelle & Harry
Year 6 – Toby, Josie-May & Amelie
Executive Members - Lola & Alfie R

PE Reminder
Please can we remind parents that it is essential
that children come fully prepared for PE. Where
ever possible, PE lessons are being held outside.
Children will need warm jogging bottoms and a
jumper for PE if outside.
Children must not wear any kind of jewellery when
taking part in PE lessons. If they do have stud
earnings in, they will need to either be able to
remove them independently or cover them up with
tape independently.

Our School Council will aim to meet once a month
using the outdoor classroom. We look forward to
sharing some of their discussion points and
projects with you in the coming months.
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Remote Learning Policy - IMPORTANT
The Government guidance expected schools to have
a “strong contingency plan in place for remote
education provision by the end of September.” At
Ashwell we have been working hard in the
background in order to ensure that our remote
education offer, should we need to deploy it, is as
effective as possible. We have carefully considered
parental and pupil feedback since the last lockdown
period and built our offer using this. As a school,
we were already very proud of what we achieved
between March and July. We believe we now have a
comprehensive ‘Remote Learning’ policy in place
should we be required to provide an ‘immediate’
home learning education. Our policy covers two
main scenarios that can be found on page 16-20 or
the policy.
The key message for parents is that the nature of
home learning this time will move from a ‘do what
you can’ approach to an expectation that all
learning activities that are set should be completed
and ‘handed in’. Activities set will continue to follow
our school curriculum planning and therefore it is
essential that the children do not miss out. We
know that, should this happen, it will be a
challenging time for families at home and we want
to support you in the best way possible.
Please can I ask that parents:
 Familiarise themselves with the new Remote
Learning policy and our core offer.
 Check children have their log in details to
Google Classroom, purple mash and other online
platforms as outlined in the policy
 Check your child has brought home their home
learning exercise books.

Important Policy Updates
 Remote Learning Policy
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On Monday 19th October, the children took part in a
Cricket taster session. This was originally planned for
last summer but re-scheduled due to COVID-19

Homework @ Ashwell - IMPORTANT
Firstly, thank you to everyone who provided me
with feedback, thoughts and opinions surrounding
homework. I am sure that you will appreciate that
homework is probably one of the most
controversial topics in schools and amongst
parents!
We have now undertaken a full review of our
homework policy and made some changes around
our approach. To summarise:
At Ashwell School, we prioritise and place high
value on:
 Mental health and wellbeing
 Family time
 Promoting a healthy engagement with school
and a positive attitude towards learning
 Promoting and encouraging positive family
interactions and dialogue
We recognise the importance of keeping core skills
sharp. We believe that homework should be kept
to a minimum and remain engaging, enjoyable and
manageable for all concerned.
Weekly homework will now only be set for Reading,
Maths Facts and Spellings.

 Anti-Bullying Policy

We appreciate that some parents will want further
homework activities and there is a section in our
policy ‘Supporting further Home Learning
(Optional) to reflect this.

 SEND Policy & Information Report

See the new Homework Policy for full details.

 Homework Policy
 Complaints Policy
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Children in Need
Our school council have been working hard to
explore what we are able to achieve in school this
year to continue to raise money for this fantastic
charity. The usual staff vs Year 6 Netball match is
unable to go ahead this year but we hope to do
something in the summer instead.
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Christmas @ Ashwell
Christmas Plans & Events
I am sure that it will not come as any surprise to you
but many of our usual Christmas events in school are
unable to take place this year due to the ongoing
pandemic. Unfortunately, we will not be able to
welcome parents in for any kind of performances
this term.
The following events have been cancelled and
will NOT go ahead this year:

stock of Pudsey merchandise will be sold online







via SchoolComms. If you wish to purchase

The following events will go ahead with adaptations:

What are we doing @ Ashwell School?
 From Monday 2nd November, our remaining

something for your child the order will then be
processed in school and the item given to your
child. (While stocks last!)
 On Friday 13th November, we are having a nonuniform with an optional theme of “Fluorescent”
as decided by the school council! We will not be
collecting cash on the day and instead ask that
you make your donation here:
http://www.justgiving.com/owneremail/pleasesponsor/Ashwell-Primary-School

 During the week each class will be taking part in
the BBC Theme “Five to Thrive” for more
information see:
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/schools/primary-school/

 On Friday 13th November, our school council will
be running a virtual assembly









26th November - Christmas Bazaar
5th December - PTA Turkey Dinner
8th - 9th December - EYFS Production
11th December - PTA Xmas Disco
16th - 17th December – Year 1/2 Production
22nd October - Y6 class assembly (via video)
13th November - Children in Need fundraising
20th November - Y5 class assembly (via video)
4th December – Y4 class assembly (via video)
11th December - Christmas Jumper Day
14th-15th December – Widdershins Theatre
17th December - Christmas Lunch (special edition!)

The following is being planned in place of some of
the cancelled events to still try and make the lead
up to Christmas nice for the children in school:




N - Year 2: Will have the opportunity to visit a socially
distanced Santa's Grotto, each child will be able to visit to
receive a small gift. There will be no charge to children or
parents for this as the PTA are kindly funding it.
For Year 3-6: We plan for Santa to visit each KS2 class
with a sack of presents for the class containing class
games.

We WILL NOT be able to operate the Christmas card
post box this year and ask that children DO NOT bring
in cards for friends – an opportunity to think of the
environment!

We are unable to have Poppies in school to sell this year. Instead please see below:

