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July – End of Term
Dear all,
It is difficult to believe that we have come to
the end of another academic year. A year that
has thrown more challenges at us all as a school
community but challenges that we have overcome
together.
As a school we are delighted with the progress
that we have made this year, we have achieved an
incredible amount during the course of the year
and have many things to celebrate.
As we come to the end of term, it is time to
reflect - this year thinking back, September,
January and March were significant milestones in
the year that we have had. At each stage, our
wonderful staff, children and parents have risen
to the challenge to work together giving our
children the most wonderful enriching learning
experiences that circumstances allowed!
I want to finish the year by thanking everyone in
our school community for their continued hard
work, dedication and support.
I wish you all a lovely, well deserved summer
break. I do hope that you are able to spend some
quality time together with your family and
friends before we return in September for what
we all hope will be a much more normal year.
Best wishes to you all
Mr S England
Headteacher


















22nd July – Year 6 Leavers assembly
22nd July – End of Term 1:00/1:15pm
1st Sept – INSET DAY
2nd Sept – Autumn Term Starts
8th Sept – Meet the teacher (details to follow)
16th Sept – PTA AGM
21st Sept – Individual Photos
23rd Sept – Parent Phonics Workshop
29th Sept – 1st Oct – Year 5 Burwell House
1st Oct – Black History Month
12th & 14th Oct – Parents evening
15th Oct – Year 5 Class assembly
22nd October – Art Day
25th – 29th Oct – Half Term
31st Oct–7th Nov – PTA Guy Fawkes Event
6th November – PTA Fireworks

Goodbye to Year 6
I’d like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank
you and farewell to our Year 6 pupils. We are all
proud of their time at Ashwell and wish them the
best of luck in their new schools.
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Move Up Morning

It was lovely to welcome Miss Back and Mr Kent to
school for our move up morning. Children enjoyed
the morning in their new classrooms.
They had a sample of lessons with their new
teachers and talked about the year ahead.
All being well, parents will have an opportunity on
8th September to find out more about their
children’s new class and teacher at our ‘Meet the
Teacher’ session and a letter about this will come
out on the first day back.

Potato Growing Competition

Summer Holiday Club - Premier
There will be a Premier Camps Multi-activity Holiday
Club at Ashwell School on the following dates:
 Monday 26th July – Friday 30th July
 Monday 2nd August - Friday 6th August
This will be open to children aged 4-11 and more
information is available at:
https://www.premier-education.com/holidaycamps

GDPR & Privacy Notices

A brief reminder that all of our policies linked to
During this term, each class has been taking part in GDPR and data protection, including our privacy
notices can be found on our school website here:
a potato growing competition. Last week the
http://ashwell.herts.sch.uk/our-school/gdpr/
children harvested their crops. A big thank you to
Ms Coates for organising this. Well done to Year 1
Sports Day 2021
who produced the heaviest crop! Below are the
results:
1st - Year 1 (1kg 53g)
2nd - Year 4 (1kg 13g)
3rd – Year N (963g)
4th – Year 5 (950g)
5th – Year 3 (850g)
6th – Year R (829g)
7th – Year 6 (813g)
8th – Year 2 (350g)

Goodbye to Staff

This Year we were forced to arrange sports day in a
very different way. Despite this, we managed to hold
4 extremely successful events for each of our
phases. It was so lovely to be able to welcome parents
back on to the site, albeit with restricted
circumstances. I want to thank our parents for their
understanding and for supporting the events.

The end of term will see us saying goodbye to a
number of members of staff. On Thursday we will It was fabulous to see the children having such fun;
sadly be saying farewell and good luck to Mrs Allan, they were supportive of their peers whilst enjoying
some competitive banter between teams!
Miss Ayre and Miss Howley.
Thank you to all of the staff and especially Miss
We have also only recently found out that we will
Meehan for organising the events.
be saying goodbye to Mrs Barker after around 8
years will us at Ashwell, we wish her well in her new Final Sports day results:
Key Stage 1 & Reception Key Stage 2
job.
1st – Red Team (400)
1st – Blue Team (560)
We have known for a while that Mrs Young leaves
us at the end of term – I want to thank her for all
of her dedication to the school over the last 17
years and wish her well in her EARLY retirement!

2nd – Blue Team (360)
3rd – Yellow Team (350)
4th – Green Team (340)

2nd – Yellow Team (550)
3rd – Green Team (500)
4th – Red Team (400)

Overall
1st – Blue Team (920)
3rd – Green Team (840)

2nd – Yellow Team (900)
4th – Red Team (800)
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Parent View Survey

Dear parents,
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Thank you Volunteers

At Ashwell School we value highly the opinions of all
of our stakeholders. As parents you are an
extremely important part of our school community.
To continue to help us improve our school we would
appreciate a minute of your time to complete a brief
questionnaire. Please complete by 30/7/2021.
https://forms.gle/7nqgX742MhEsySog8
Could I please take this opportunity to thank you
once again for your support and providing us with
this feedback, we endeavour to act on it the best
way we can. We will publish results of this survey in
September.

I would like to take a moment to say a huge thank
you to everyone who has given up their time this year
to volunteer in school. It is difficult to explain how
much we, as a school, appreciate the incredible
parental support that we get.

Isla’s 3 Peak Challenge

So to everyone who has given up their time to come
A huge congratulations to Isla in Year 4 who has been in and hear children read, support by accompanying
busy in her spare time completing an extraordinary
children on trips and visits, help maintain our grounds
challenge to raise money for charity.
with gardening, donated books through our amazon
Isla tells me that at the moment there is no cure for wish list and anything else that I may have missed, on
Coeliac disease, it has to be managed by a strict
behalf of all of the staff and children…. THANK
gluten free diet.
YOU.
Isla’s challenge is to climb the 3 highest peaks in the Summer Holiday Learning
UK in 3 months.
We have had a number of parents ask how they can
support their child’s education to keep key skills
She reached the peak of Scarfell Pike on Saturday
th
sharp over the summer holidays.
26 June in an amazing 3 hrs 47 mins up and down.
Now she is ready for Snowdon in July and the grand
finale will be Ben Nevis in August. One of the great
things about hill walking she has found is that her
parents are giving her loads of sweets for energy.
Any sponsorship you can give will be very much
appreciated.

https://uk.gofundme.com/f/islas-fundraiser-forcoeliacuk

For families wishing to continue learning through the
summer holidays; Oak’s Summer Classroom will
provide resources and lessons for summer homelearning. This includes core priority units and lessons
identified to prepare pupils for the next academic
year, newly designed unit quizzes as a formative tool
to help identify gaps in knowledge and a full package
of detailed guidance for parents and pupils.
There is no expectation to complete the work but we
are signposting to those who are interested.
https://www.thenational.academy/parents-andcarers
In addition, the DfE have recently launched a new
website for parents:
https://educationcatchup.campaign.gov.uk/
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PTA Updates
Thank you to those who have made additional
donations recently and to those who have handed
in uniform for the second hand uniform shop.
I want to say a huge thank you to Mrs Wright for
Chairing out PTA once again this year. Her hard
work, support and dedication is greatly
appreciated.
Date for your diary: PTA AGM 16th September
7:30pm

A fantastic model of a London house during the blitz by Solace in Year
5 as part of a WW2 project

Attendance

Remember you can still support the school by using Attendance at Ashwell has naturally been affected
this year. It is currently below what we would
the link below when shopping online:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ash expect with our whole school figure at 96.6%
wellschool/
We know that people are desperately hoping to be
able return to holidays abroad soon. However, our
Or by donating @
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button school attendance policy remains the same and I
have to remind parents to avoid booking holidays or
_id=FMN6V7N9XZDVY
medical appointments during school times wherever
possible. Hertfordshire County Council have now
resumed issuing fixed penalty notices for
unauthorised absences.

Donate a Book to our Library
Book donations continue to come into the school
from our wish list.
A huge thank you to everyone who has already
purchased a new book for the school library. To see
our children’s wish list and to donate a new book
please see: http://amzn.eu/0R6HXLA

Class

%

Oak (Reception)

98.4%

Year 3

97.5%

Year 4

97.4%

Acorn (Nursery)

97.3%

Year 1

97.0%

Year 6

96.7%

Year 2

94.9%

Year 5

94.5%

Well done to Reception who finish top of the
attendance table this Year!
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Year 6 – Culmington Manor
th

On Friday 25 July, Year 6 headed off on their
residential trip to Culmington Manor in Shropshire.
On their way, they stopped at the idyllic Witley
Court. During the weekend the children took part
in a wide range of outdoor adventurous pursuits
some of which included: climbing, abseiling, high
ropes, archery, kayaking and raft building to name
but a few.
It was a fantastic long weekend that ended up with
some very tired children and staff. We are
delighted that we were able to make this
residential happen and hope that it has provided
our Year 6 children with memories that will stay
with them forever.
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Baldock Library – Summer
Reading Challenge
Libraries across Hertfordshire are currently
preparing for this year’s summer reading challenge
- Wild World Heroes.
Every year the Reading Agency oversees this
exciting programme, which is run by library staff.
It starts on Saturday 10th July and runs until
Saturday 4th September.
This summer children will help six fictional
characters - 'wild heroes' who live in the town of
‘Wilderville'.
As they read library books, children will collect
transformation stickers to add to a foldout town
map, fixing the environmental problem in each area
and making Wilderville a better home for everyone.
Research shows that children’s reading can ‘dip’
during the long holidays and this can cause them to
lose confidence when they return to school. The
summer reading challenge encourages children to
get into libraries and helps them keep up their
reading skills. By providing fun reading activities
this summer, the challenge will also play a key role
in supporting reading catch-up after a difficult
year.
Children are challenged to read six library books,
eBooks or audiobooks of their choice during the
holidays. For every two books they read they are
rewarded with a set of stickers. When they have
completed the challenge, they will receive a
bookmark, certificate and medal.
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/chat/blog/
hertfordshire
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Reception – Knebworth
th

On Tuesday 29 June, our Reception children
visited Knebworth House for a fun day out. In the
morning, they took part in story telling activities
before exploring the dinosaur area. After lunch they
moved on to the adventure playground.
What a lovely way to finish their time in EYFS.
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Year 1 – Museum & Village Visit
Year 1 were fortunate enough to be able to finish
their year in a lovely way. They visited Ashwell
Museum before having a super walk down to the
springs.
Thank you to Mrs Clark and the Year 1 team for
enabling this to happen. I know the children
thoroughly enjoyed it.

A huge thank you to Mrs Young, her team and the
parents who made the trip possible.

Vacancies @ Ashwell
Do you know someone aged 18 to 24 whose ability
to work has been impacted by the pandemic?
At Ashwell, we have signed up to the Governments
KickStart Scheme.
We are looking to appoint:
2 x General Assistants (TAs)
1 x Site Assistant (caretaker work)
Candidates must be aged 18-24 and in receipt of
Universal Credits.
The posts are for 25 hours per week and are for 6
months only.
For further information or to apply please speak to
your local job centre.

Premier Vacancies – Wraparound Care

Premier Education have asked us to inform parents
that they have a vacancy working in their
wraparound care (before and after school club) at
Ashwell School
The job advert can be found here:
https://uk.indeed.com/jobs?q=playworker&l=Letchworth
%2C%20Hertfordshire&vjk=3d0b15cf2edc1dea

Ashwell School Newsletter
Building Work Update
Our building work will continue to take place
throughout the summer holidays. We will be having
weekly progress meetings with them and towards
the end of the summer break, a communication will
be sent to parents to share the progress and any
implications possible delays may have on site access
at the beginning of term.
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Year 6 Production

It was finally an absolute pleasure to be able to
welcome some parents back into our school last
week as Year 6 put on three performances of this
year’s show ‘Wow! What A Year!’

The production told the story of the last year.
Home-schooling, empty supermarket shelves,
social-distancing, bubbles, tiers, facemasks, not
being able to hug our grandparents…these have
We very much look forward to welcoming you all
back in to school in the near future to see all of the been extraordinary and challenging times!
developments. We know that it will make for a far
It was a pleasure to see and a lovely way to begin
more accessible and friendly entrance space and
their end of term send off! Well done to the Year
meeting spaces for all of our school community.
6 team for putting it together.

School Nurse Information

