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Dear all,
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Welcome Back

I hope that you all had a lovely summer! I am
delighted to be able to welcome everyone back
for the start of another year at Ashwell. It has
been so refreshing seeing how confidently the
children have settled during our first couple of
weeks of term.
I am sure that you will all join me in welcoming
our new Nursery and Reception children as well
as a few other new children across the school.
They have settled in really well and it is lovely to
have them join our school community.
I want to thank everyone for their patience,
support and understanding as we have tested
and tweaked our COVID-19 control measures at
the start of this term. We are really pleased
with how things have gone and whilst some of
the new arrangements are frustrating, we are
confident that they are essential in working
together to keep everyone as safe as we possibly
can.
Now, apologies in advance for the many
reminders in this newsletter, but this is typical
at the start of a new school year. In addition to
these there are also already an awful lot of
wonderful things to share with you from our
initial ‘Recovery weeks’!
Thank you for your continued support and I look
forward to working with you this year!
Mr S England
Headteacher

Newsletter
th

PLEASE SEE OUR DRAFT EVENTS SCHEDULE
SEND VIA EMAIL THIS WEEK.
 18th September – Harvest Festival
 22nd September - Individual Photos
 24th September - EYFS Parent Workshop
(Phonics)
 12th October – Flu Vaccinations (All Years)
 13th & 15th October – Parents evening
 23rd October – Year 6 Class Assembly
 26th – 30th October – Half Term

Volunteer Help Needed!

Are you able to spare a couple of hours? We are in
desperate need of some help to:
 hear children read
 maintain our nature and wildlife garden / quiet
garden
If you are able to offer some time during the week,
please let the school office know
(office@ashwell.herts.sch.uk). There will be specific
COVID-19 control measures in place to protect
children as well as our volunteers. We would be
extremely grateful.

Harvest Festival
Despite not being able to be together as a school and
welcome parents, it was still lovely to be able to
gather in phases at the church to celebrate harvest.
This year our collection of produce was to support the
Ashwell Pop-Up Pantry. Thank you to everyone who
donated.
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PTA Updates
The hard work and fundraising efforts of our
PTA are vital to the continued improvements we
are able to make for our children. Last year the
funds raised by our PTA enabled us to put on a
Circus Skills Workshop day for the children and
carry out essential maintenance on the pond that
now allows the children to access it as part of
their curriculum. The remaining funds are being
accumulated to refurbish the children’s toilets.
A huge thank you to those who were able to
attend last night’s virtual PTA AGM.
If you are able to volunteer some time it would be
lovely to see some new faces to bring fresh ideas
to the team. Please do consider how you could
become more involved in the life of the school.
We are actively recruiting for PTA parent helpers
– please give your name to the office if you are
able to help.
We continue in uncertain times but are planning
for future events optimistically. We have
provisionally added PTA event dates to the
calendar that was shared with you this week but
will have to wait to see what restrictions remain
in place!
Thank you to those who have made donations
recently and to those who have handed in uniform
for the second hand uniform shop.
Remember you can still support the school by
using the link below when shopping online:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ash
wellschool/
Or by donating @
www.Paypal.me/AshwellschoolPTA

Wrap Around Care & Clubs
The launch of the Premier wrap around care has gone
smoothly and children are already enjoying a wide
range of activities daily.
With current COVID-19 guidance, the breadth of
before and after school clubs that we are able to
facilitate are more limited than usual. If your child
in interested in attending before or after school
clubs, we highly recommend using Premier wrap
around care as they now offer an extensive range of
both sporting, art, craft and performing arts
activities. For full details of their offer please visit:
https://ashwell.herts.sch.uk/parents/wraparoundcare/
or to book:
https://www.premiereducation.com/parents/venue/courses/4526/?locati
on=ashwell

Lunches & Break Time Snacks
At Ashwell we do our best to promote a healthy
lifestyle. Part of this revolves around promoting a
healthy balanced packed lunch.
Children should not have any form of sweets or
chocolate bars in their lunches or for a snack.
We also have a number of children with nut allergies
in school and ask that parents do not include food
items with nuts in your child’s packed lunch.
Thank you for your support with this.
The new HCL school lunch ordering system is now
live. Please remember to order your lunches at home.
It is essential that children come to school with a
water bottle each day. Can we please ask that the
water bottle is named and that children only have
water. We have already noticed some children
bringing in bottles of juice.

Ashwell School Newsletter
School Development Priorities

Now we are underway with the new school year I
would like to share our school development
overview with parents.
Main Priority 1: To ‘Recover’ from the COVID-19
Pandemic by responding to the needs of the school
community
Main Priority 2: Continue to further evolve the
school’s curriculum to ensure it is high quality and
ambitious, inspiring all children; optimising their
social, emotional, creative and academic outcomes
Main Priority 3: Continue to promote and work
towards achieving quality emotional wellbeing and
mental health for everyone in the school
community. (Kite-mark accreditation)
Background Priority 1: Continue to embed and
develop recent English initiatives to improve pupil
progress rates and outcomes
Background Priority 2: Continue to embed and
develop recent Maths initiatives to improve pupil
progress rates and outcomes
Background Priority 3: To implement the new
EYFS Early Adopter Curriculum

Attendance & COVID-19
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Meet the Teacher & Class Info
We were delighted to be able to continue to host
our Meet the Teacher sessions face to face last
week. It was lovely to see so many of you so thank
you for making the effort to attend. You should
have now received the full presentation as well as
the class curriculum newsletter and other useful
documents.
For those who did attend, if you haven’t done so
already, please could you complete the following
survey. Your feedback is important to us:
https://forms.gle/zdWyKmGx9QDPVFEj9

Vision, Values & Ethos
During our welcome back assemblies we talked to the
children about our new school motto, values and
golden rules and what this meant to them.
Shaping Futures: Together we learn, care and grow
Our core values:
 Respect
 Empathy
 Independence

 Resilience
 Cooperation
 Self-awareness

We are very aware that attendance is likely to be
Our golden rules:
lower this year as a result of parents rightly
1. Be Responsible & Respectful
taking extra precautions.
2. Be Kind & Truthful
The local authority have confirmed that Fixed
3. Be The Best That You Can Be
Penalty notices will not be issued with the
We talk to the children and refer to these across
current circumstances so this part of our policy
the school and apply them to everything that we do.
has been paused. We do still need to ensure that
children are in school as much as they possibly
Donate a Book to our Library
can be and attendance remains vitally important
Book donations continue to come into the school
to us. We want to work with families to support
from our wish list. A huge thank you to everyone who
this ethos and welcome conversations should you
has already purchased a new book for the school
have concerns.
library.
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covidTo see our children’s wish list and to donate a new
19/symptoms/?fbclid=IwAR1Oo2_qygzYLVqrcTbook please see: http://amzn.eu/0R6HXLA
u8wiucBlOh8Yvn5FIvmtD9c7BH6q4ZsFpQIOg94w
May I remind parents to avoid booking holidays
or medical appointments during school times.
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Returning to school – WOW WEEK!
Year 3 Secret Gardens

Reception

Year 5 Coat of Arms (About us)

Year 1 Stained Glass Windows

Year 2 – Masks

Year 4 – Superhero’s in training
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Year 6 – Goals

Universal Credits – Help to claim
If your financial circumstances have been affected
by the COVID 19 crisis you could now be entitled
to Benefit Related Free School Meals.
The government can only offer help to those who
are in receipt of Benefit Related Free School
Meals so applications are encouraged from all year
groups. To find out if you are eligible please fill out
the simple online application form at:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-andeducation/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

where you will receive an instant response
regarding your eligibility status.

Times and Reminders

Most parents are now fully aware of and in the
routine of the new school day times. A reminder
that for the foreseeable future they are:
Start
8:45am – Years 5 & 6
8:50am – Nursery, Years 1 & 2
9:00am – Reception, Years 3 & 4
(Please do not be more than a couple of minutes early
or block the gate waiting)
Finish
3:00pm – Reception, Years 1 & 2
3:15pm – Years 3, 4, 5 & 6

In school we have talked to the children about road
safety, please do support us in reiterating this at
home. Lots of children still run or walk straight out
into the road directly outside our gates. No doubt
in excitement to see you at the end of the day!
Please make sure children remain with you walking
off site.
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Parent Virtual London Marathon
Following on from our earlier PTA updates, I am
delighted to be able to share with you that two of
our parents have offered to run the virtual London
Marathon in aid of raising money for our PTA. As
the BassBelle run has been cancelled this year Mrs
Button and Mr Simon have decided to run a
marathon instead! They will run the 26.2 miles of
the Virtual London Marathon in and around Ashwell
and the surrounding villages on Sunday October
4th.
“Whilst we've both run a couple of marathons
before, this will be off the back of about 5 weeks
of training (vs the usual 20 weeks), most of it
crammed in before and after work (sometimes in
the dark!). We are really not sure how we are going
to do this without the usual water stations,
cheering crowds and other paraphernalia that goes
with an organised race so if you can, please sponsor
us to give us the boost and motivation we need so
we can raise some money for our lovely school.
Thank you so much”
If you are able to sponsor them please see their
fundraising page here: www.shorturl.at/syZ39
A huge thank you to them both for supporting the
school.

Ashwell School Newsletter
Sports Mark achievements
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Mindfulness at Ashwell
This academic year we once again look forward to
incorporating Mindfulness into our school day.
Please ask your child to show you what practices
they have learnt!

The Eco Triplets
Despite our academic year being significantly
disrupted last year, we embraced new ways and
initiatives to keep our children active both in school
and at home. I am delighted to be able to share with
you that shortly after our term ended, we received
news that Hertfordshire agreed to award
the recognition certificate to schools that actively
engaged with the School Games in the autumn and
spring terms and the virtual certificate to schools
that engaged with the Virtual Herts School Games
during lockdown.
Thank you to Miss Harber, our PE Leader, for all of
her hard work in this area.

It is always lovely to hear about children’s
interests outside of school. Back in the summer
term, three of our children embarked on a new
project – The Eco Triplets. Since then, they have
made a number of short films that cover a wide
range of topics all linked to being eco-friendly and
protecting the environment around us.
Their most recent film ‘Bike Takeover’ looks at
the benefits of cycling to school.
You can access their YouTube channel and watch
it here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXBecoaQYp8
&t=74s
“We hope this will inspire others to get on their
bike and cycle or walk to school.”
A huge congratulations to Harry, Lottie and Indigo
for their hard work, creativity and passion for our
planet! We are very proud of you.

Photo Consent & Details Update
Can we please ask that all parents, log onto SIMS
Lite to ensure that their children’s photo consent
options and any other details are up to date for this
academic year. This is particularly important for any
children who are new to school. If you require
support with this, please contact the office.

For the full story see:
https://www.hertfordshiremercury.co.uk/news/he
rtfordshire-news/eco-triplets-hertfordshiredo1thing-4372638
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Flu Vaccinations

You should have all received information regarding
this year’s flu vaccination program. It is available
for all primary aged pupils. Please make sure that
you have completed and returned your consent
form by Friday 215th September.
Can you help?
Between October and December the Flu
Programme attended all Primary schools in
Hertfordshire to vaccinate against Flu. This is a
huge programme which is why we are looking to
expand our team yet again. Below is a link to the
NHS adverts in order to attract nurses in the local
community.

Industry at Home – Science
Following huge success with the final IndusTRY at
home for last term, they have received funding to
continue this fantastic initiative. Why not give it a
go: http://ciec.org.uk/industry-at-home.html

A message to be proud of!
In our first week of term, I was extremely proud
to have received an email from members of the
public. This message was shared with our children
and Year 1 even wrote a letter back! I wanted to
share this with you all:

Are you a nurse looking for flexible / casual / term
time hours? Vaccination UK are recruiting
“Dear Mr England
bank nurses to their school immunisation teams
We were recently staying at a caravan site in
locally. Training and revalidation support offered as
Ashwell and went for a stroll around your lovely
part of this role, along with excellent rates of pay.
village at the time when your pupils were leaving
school.
Please see jobs.nhs.uk and search for Vaccination
We were both really impressed when on three
UK
occasions your pupils stepped aside into gateways
Or you can try this link:
https://www.jobs.nhs.uk/xi/search_vacancy/?actio and waited for us to pass them leaving a good
social distance.
n=search&master_id=134819
Young people so often get bad press these days so
we hope you will pass on our congratulations to
your students on really impressive behaviour.”
Well done children.

Homework – Views & Feedback
As mentioned in previous communications and again
at ‘Meet the teacher’, we have temporarily paused
our current Homework policy and way of working.
We are reviewing this and welcome the views of
parents. If you wish to contribute to the review,
please email your comments to the school office
for the attention of Mr England.

Music Lessons
Hertfordshire music service have now started
their face to face teaching in school. If you would
like your child to have individual music lessons you
can now sign up directly here:
http://www.hertsmusicservice.org.uk/

