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March Edition!
Dear all,
So far, this half term has certainly been action
packed and we still have two weeks to go! Read on
to hear about some of the amazing events that
have taken place across the school. Yet again, I am
incredibly grateful and proud of our staff for what
they have achieved. The spring term is always a
challenging one because of how short it is but the
staff have managed to continue to deliver a full,
broad and balanced curriculum on top of specific
themed days and events such as World Book Day,
Science week and Maths Day.
Since January, we have shined a light on our wider
curriculum. As a staff, we have had a huge focus on
turning what we already believe to be a good
curriculum into an even better and more
effectively sequenced one for our children.
As part of this work we have completely overhauled
our curriculum section of the website and now
started to populate it with useful, simple to
understand documents for all stakeholders.
Over the coming months, this bank of documents
for each subject will continue to grow to really help
parents understand what we teach in each subject,
when, why and how. Each subject will soon have:

24th March – Year 2 History Workshop
22nd & 24th March – Parents’ Evening
25th March – PTA Mother’s Day Shop
29th & 30th March - Year 3/4 Show
31st March – PTA Easter Bingo
1st April – End of Term (1pm)
19th April – INSET DAY
20th April – Start of Summer Term
29th April – Year 2 class assembly 9.10
8th May – Ashwell @ Home
9th May – Year 6 SATs week
13th May – Year 1 class assembly 9.10
16th May – Year 2 SATs week
18th May – Ashwell Music Festival
20th May – Whole School Photo
22nd May – PTA Swimathon
26th May – Jubilee Celebration Day
27th May – Bank Holiday in lieu (School
Closed)
 30th May – HALF TERM



















 Intent, Implementation and Impact Overview
 Various Knowledge Organisers and Skills

ago. They are all healthy and doing really well and
we very much look forward to meeting them soon!

 Progression documents

Have a lovely Easter when we get there!

 Whole School Curriculum Overview

We are now all very much looking forward to a
fantastic end to the term. We host our parent
consultation evenings next week, this is then
followed by our Year 3/4 production of ‘Pirates
versus Mermaids’ and then we top the term off
with our PTA Easter Bingo!
I am delighted to be able to share that Mrs Furr
gave birth to her gorgeous twins a couple of weeks

Mr S England
Headteacher

Reminder - On Friday 1st April, school will
finish at: 1:00pm for ALL full time children
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World Book Day

Celebrating its 25th year, WBD was another epic
success at Ashwell! The costumes that the children
came in were absolutely amazing, and the children
took part in all sorts of activities during the week,
from live lessons from the BBC to painting their
favourite characters on a potato! We are all
already looking forward to WBD day next year!

Illustrator visit
We were also lucky enough to have an illustrator
visit the children, albeit via Zoom. Liz Million has
illustrated many books and wanted to share her
skills with the children. We really have some
budding artists at Ashwell! The children chose a
theme for Liz, and then they drew characters from
that chosen theme. She taught the children that
anything can be drawn from a simple shape, such as
a potato, a baked bean or even a piece of toast!
A huge thank you to Miss Howley and Miss Harber
for organising this event and to the PTA for
funding this opportunity.

Easter Holiday Club - Premier
There will be a Premier Camps Multi-activity Holiday
Club at Ashwell School on the following dates:
 Monday 4th – Friday 8th April
 Monday 11th – Thursday 14th April
This will be open to children aged 4-11 and more
information is available at:
https://www.premiereducation.com/parents/venue/courses/4526733624/?back=1&location=ashwell
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PTA Updates

Attendance

Attendance at Ashwell overall is currently 94.8%.
This is now below the expected national average.

Thank you to those who have made donations
recently and to those who have handed in uniform
for the second hand uniform shop.

May I remind parents to avoid booking holidays or
medical appointments during school times wherever Unfortunately we continue to be restricted with the
events we have been able to put on due to COVID-19
possible.
outbreaks across the school. We are optimistic that
Class
%
the disco will now run in June!
Year 5

97.2%

Year 1

96.3%

Year 2

94.7%

Reception

94.4%

Year 6

93.8%

Year 4

93.8%

Nursery

93.6%

Year 3

93.5%

Well done to Year 5 who are currently top of the
attendance table!

Our next couple of events are:
Mothers’ Day Shop – Friday 25th March (Please
make sure that you have pre-purchased for this as
children will only visit the shop who are on the prepaid list)
Easter Bingo – Thursday 31st March
We will also be serving refreshments at the Year
3/4 show.
Remember you can still support the school by using
the link below when shopping online:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ashwell
school/
Or by donating @
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_i
d=FMN6V7N9XZDVY

Year 2 Scooter Training
This year, we have continued with our enriched
curriculum by including an element of road and travel
safety. This work contributes towards our
ModeShift Travel Star award, for which we
currently hold a Bronze accreditation.
Year 2 took part in scooter training where they
learnt how to be in full control of a scooter when out
and about near roads. They also develop their skills in
manoeuvring a scooter safely.

Photos of year 6 during their interactive author visit
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BOUNCE Workshops!

On Monday 7th March, children from Nursery to
Year 6 (and their adults), took part in a 'Bounce'
workshop. Each child had their own mini trampoline
and bounced to music for 30 minutes. The
workshops began with children learning how to jump
safely, and then learning some moves that they
could practise through some short cross-curricular
games. They then ended the session with a mini
disco, where they got to showcase their best
moves and have fun! The children were buzzing and
learned that although there are many benefits to
exercise, it is also so much fun!
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Science Week
Science Week was celebrated from 14th – 18th of
March this year in school. The national theme was
‘Growth’. Pupils had special science themed
assemblies and all classes took part in some
exciting experiments designed by The British
Science Week Association. Lots of teamwork,
thought and problem solving was demonstrated
when children took part in a competition where
they had to make a paper plant, but by only using
paper and scissors. The creations were amazing!
The children had a fantastic week.

Donate a Book to our Library

Book donations continue to come into the school
from our wish list. A huge thank you to everyone who
has already purchased a new book for the school
library. To see our children’s wish list and to donate
a new book please see: http://amzn.eu/0R6HXLA

Meadow Entrance Works

The works on the meadow entrance are well
underway and we expect this to be completed by
the end of next week. This continues to mean the
meadow entrance is out of use until the work is
completed.
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Feeling Good Week
During Feeling Good Week we explored the theme
of ‘Body Positivity’ through PSHCE lessons,
assemblies and classroom activities. We celebrated
that everyone’s body is different, and looked at
the influence of the media on body image and selfesteem.
Well done to all the pupils who created a poster
presenting what beauty means to you.
Congratulations to Leo S (Y4), Amelie (Y6) and
Toby (Y2) who won the competition with their
thoughtful entries.
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Whole School Maths Day
Maths Day took place on Tuesday 8th March and was
a huge success, with all children from Nursery to
year 6 taking part in a variety of problem solving,
outdoor learning, team work and creative thinking.
Our aim was to promote positivity, resilience and
build confidence with lots of open-ended creative
problems. There was plenty to keep the children
engaged and enthused: creative algebra tasks in year
6, making pentominoes in year 3 and outdoor
arithmetic in year 1.
Years 1-6 also learned about historical figures whose
mathematical thinking has changed the world,
including Ada Lovelace, Alan Turing and Leonardo
Fibonacci. Then we enjoyed some creative activities
relating to these famous mathematicians. Staff and
children had a terrific day.
Year 5 learned how to draw curves from straight lines on a graph.

Year 1 History Workshop - Toys
Linked to our topic on Toys, Year 1 had a visit from
North Herts Museum for a Toy workshop. The
children looked at different toys from the past,
some over 100 years old! They got a chance to play
with the different types of toys, such as wooden
push and pull toys, a hoop la, roll a penny and
mechanical toys. Pupils then got to design their own
wooden peg toys. The children really enjoyed it.

Code breaking in Year 2

Grouping, sorting and making patterns in Nursery

HOMEWORK Feedback

Thank you to the 64 parents who submitted
responses to our recent Homework survey. The
Senior Leadership Team have been looking through
all of the useful comments and we will be writing to
you with some responses, clarity and small
adaptations that we plan on making as soon as we
have had time to communicate it across the staff.
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Year 5 Maths Challenge

For another year, four Year 5 children were chosen
to take part in a Maths Challenge created by Herts
for Learning. Choosing the children was a challenge,
as we have so many budding mathematicians! William
K, Harry S, Clemmie R and Annabel M stayed after
school on the 28th February and were faced with
five different rounds ranging from general maths
questions, memory round, visual estimations and
more general questions. The children did incredibly
well as they were faced with some very tough
questions! We do not know the results yet, as there
were over 100 schools that took part across
Hertfordshire, but as soon as we do, we will share it
with you. Whatever the result, we are very proud of
them all!

Ukraine Conflict

The news about the ongoing conflict in Ukraine will
be distressing for many and we have talked about it
with children across the school in assemblies and in
class. Even if you’re not directly affected, watching
these events can be upsetting. Your child may not be
watching the news, but they may still hear about
these events in other ways and this may cause
anxiety for them too.
During this difficult time, we wanted to share some
resources which may be useful in supporting children
to cope with any of the recent news they have
heard, read or seen.
 The Education Hub
 British Psychological Society - Supporting
children to manage anxiety over war, conflict and
crises
 KQED - War, Crisis, Tragedy: How to talk with
kids when the news is scary
 Newsround - Advice if you're upset by the news
 Mental Health Foundation - Talking to your
children (scary world news)
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Parent Support
As you are aware we have been sending out details
of workshops that have been running with the
support of Children’s Wellbeing Practitioners. We
now have a link to the Eventbrite page where all
parents can view the rolling programme of workshops
on offer and the dates. These workshops cover many
emotional health and well-being concerns.
The link is: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/hctchildrens-wellbeing-practitioners-33494371787

School Meal Prices

From 20th April, there will be an annual increase on
school meal prices. This is set using the Herts
Catering Limited pricing. The cost of a Primary junior
meal with be £2.88 – The new summer term menu is
now on School Grid.

Safeguarding

In school, we constantly remind our children that
they can report any concerns they have about
themselves or someone else to any adult in school.
We encourage parents to report their concerns too.
A reminder that our Designated Safeguarding
Leads are Mr England & Mrs Wild.

NEW - Separated Parent Policy
As a school, we know that there can often be conflict
and challenging, sensitive scenarios around bringing up
children as separated parents. We recognise this and
feel that it is important to communicate a clear policy
on how the school will support and manage these
situations. Our new separated parent policy can be
found on our website here: Separated Parent Policy

