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March – Happy Easter
Dear all,
Firstly, it has been wonderful having all the
children back in school again. We have certainly
missed being all together since Christmas. Whilst
this term did not start as we would have wished
it to, we soon got into the swing of new daily
routines and ways of working. I was incredibly
proud of how hard our staff worked to quickly
adapt and move to the new model of providing
both onsite and remote provision for our
children.
Now we are back, we have one week left of this
term. We are re-establishing routines and
adapting to having high expectations of the
children once again. Teachers have been carefully
analysing children’s learning and planning
meticulously to ensure key concepts are secured
before moving on. This will continue right through
the summer term as we strive to have all children
ready to move up to their next year group as
fully equipped as possible.
There are most certainly signs of light at the end
of the tunnel. I am quietly optimistic and planning
on being able to return to a full summer event
program for at least the second half of the
summer term. We have a number of trips
provisionally booked in, including residential visits
for Years 4, 5 and 6. All being well, these will give
our children hugely valuable enrichment
experiences. As soon as we have further details
and are able to confirm things we will write to
parents in the relevant year groups individually.
If I do not see you before the end of next week,
have a lovely Easter break.
Mr S England
Headteacher

All planned school events; trips etc. are
currently postponed or cancelled.
We will continue to review the situation and
endeavour to re-schedule as many cancelled
events as we are able to.
Further information to follow.











19th
26th
26th
12th
13th
21st
23rd
14th
28th
31st

March – Comic Relief (non-uniform)
March – PTA Easter Bingo
March – End of Term
April – INSET DAY (School Closed)
April – Start of Summer term
April – Year 5/6 Young Shakespeare
April – Year 2 Class assembly
May – Year 1 Class assembly
May – Art Day
May – HALF TERM

Parent Governor Vacancy
We now have a parent governor vacancy. Further
information about this role, and I hope you can
nominate yourself, will be coming out over Easter.
In the meantime, why not give it some thought.
It is an ideal way to support us further develop
the education for our children at Ashwell and give
something back to the school community.
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URGENT – PARKING

With the return to school, we have noticed an
increase in vehicles either parking or dropping off
children at the front of the school. This has been
on both sides of Silver Street where there are
either double yellow lines or Zig-zag markings.
Parents MUST NOT park or even stop in these
zones. We have witnessed children having to cross
blindly from the path from the Rose and Crown. At
times this has even been blocked by a car.
Unfortunately, the front of our school DOES NOT
lend itself to a stop and drop zone.

It is that time of year again where we are working
hard behind the scenes to set our 2021-22 school
budget. This is largely based around our school
development plans and staffing.
It is also the time of year where we are aiming to
finalise our staffing arrangements for the next
academic year. We will endeavour to share this with
you as soon as it is final however in the mean time I
would like to share the following:

As a school we are unable to act on these offences
however the local police have now been informed
and we have requested that more frequent patrols
are carried out.

 We will be saying a huge thank you and
goodbye to Mrs Young at the end of this
academic year. I want to thank her for her
hard work and dedication and wish her well
with her early retirement!
 We will be recruiting for Mrs Young’s
replacement soon after Easter.
 We will be welcoming Mr Kent to the
teaching staff team in September.

Extra-Curricular Sports Club

Easter Holiday Club - Premier
There will be a Premier Camps Multi-activity Holiday
Club at Ashwell School on the following dates:
Monday 29th March – Thursday 1st April (9am – 3pm)
This will be open to children aged 4-12 and more
information is available at:
https://www.premier-education.com/holidaycamps

We are delighted that we can now slowly begin to
introduce some of our extra-curricular clubs
again. Please do have a read of Mrs Bruning’s
email sent earlier this week and see what is
initially on offer for Years 3-6. We still have to
operate with various COVID-19 measures so
availability is limited. The Multi-sports being
offered in the summer term will include a variety
of summer outdoor sports such as Cricket,
rounders, tennis and athletics.
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World Book Day
It was fantastic to be able to include all of our
children in World Book Day. Seeing our remote
learners coming into school to collect a new book
pack in their costumes was a real treat. Although
we were unable to celebrate World Book Week in
our usual way, there were still a huge variety of
activities that took place across the school.

Year 1 had a virtual author visit with Jessica
Meserve arranged via Hertfordshire libraries and
made some bunnies. She read us an extract from
her latest book and showed us around her artist
studio. The children were mesmerised, there was
not a sound!
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During Book Week, Year 3 really enjoyed looked at
the book ‘Protect the Planet’ by Jess French. They
found out how to look after our planet and made
posters illustrating the small changes we can all make
to help protect our world. Year 3 hope these posters
will inspire you to take action!.
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PTA Updates
Thank you to those who have made additional
donations recently and to those who have handed
in uniform for the second hand uniform shop.
It was lovely to be able to put on the Mothers’ day
shop for the children last week. A huge thank you
to Mrs Wright and Mrs Blair for running it. A total
of 190 gifts were sold so thank you for your
support with this event.
Remember you can still support the school by using
the link below when shopping online:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ash
wellschool/
Or by donating @
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button
_id=FMN6V7N9XZDVY
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Attendance
Attendance at Ashwell continues to be good with
our whole school figure currently at 96.1%
May I remind parents to avoid booking holidays or
medical appointments during school times wherever
possible.
Class

%

Oak (Reception)

98.8%

Year 3

97.7%

Acorn (Nursery)

97.2%

Year 4

97.1%

Year 1

96.7%

Year 6

96.5%

Year 2

93.6%

Year 5

92.3%

Well done to Reception who finish joint top of the
attendance table this half term!

EASTER BINGO
Our PTA were hoping that they would be able to
host an Easter Bingo event for the children. With
the continuing COVID-19 restrictions we are not
able to do this as hoped however we will be putting
on an adapted version of it with the children in
their bubbles. This will take place as part of a Fun
Friday on 26th March (the last day of term). This
will be run alongside an active morning where
children will take part in a range of fun outdoor
activities such as an egg and spoon race.

Donate a Book to our Library
Book donations continue to come into the school
from our wish list.
A huge thank you to everyone who has already
purchased a new book for the school library. To see
our children’s wish list and to donate a new book
please see: http://amzn.eu/0R6HXLA
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Parents Evening Survey
Thank you to everyone who was able to take some
time to complete our recent Parents’ Evening
Survey. We had 63 responses. We appreciate that
this year has been very different and it was really
useful to have your views which help us evaluate
what we have done and question how we could learn
from this in the future. For those interested in
some of the findings please see below:
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Science Week
With the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions, Science
Week looked very different this year. The children
had a fantastic week within their bubbles
completing a variety of experiments.

Industry at Home – Science

We would like to thank all the children for taking
part so enthusiastically and the teachers, for
making it such a great, fun-filled week!

Fun with foam

Most classes also took part in two competitions.
These were to:
1. Design a lab coat
2. Make a paper insect, (using only 4 pieces of
recycled paper.
The entries for both competitions were fantastic
and the winners from each class were:
Lab Coat Design
Reception – Marlo B and Florence F
Year 2 – Finlay P and Bethan A
Year 3 – Jaz P and Hannah K
Year 4 – Ronnie B and Scarlett B
Year 5 – Kayden S and Amelie B
Year 6 –Matthew V and Alissa S
Insect Design
Year 1 – Toby K and Georgia W-L
Year 2 – Laney U and Zoe V
Year 4 – William A and Annabel M
Year 6 – Alastair GG and Amelie H

Following huge success with previous IndusTRY at
home activities, the next one is now available:

Why not give it a go:
http://ciec.org.uk/industry-at-home.html

On Friday 26th March school will
finish at:
1:15pm For RECEPTION – Year 2
1:30pm for Year 3 - 6
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Reception - Cooking
Reception have been having fun with a cooking
afternoon every Friday. This term they have
been practising using knives and noticing changes
that take place when foods are prepared and
cooked. We have made sandwiches with fillings of
our choice (there have been some very strange
combinations!). We discussed healthy food and
made fruit salad, trying some exotic fruit which
we hadn't tried before.
During World Book Week we read The
Gingerbread Man. So at the end of the week we
just had to make Gingerbread Men - cooking
them in class, letting them cool and then
decorating them. The smell of cooking filled the
school and we had some very jealous staff! One
of our favourite cooking activities was when we
painted a picture on a slice of bread using food
colouring. We then toasted the bread and ate our
pictures!'

Potato Growing Competition
Each year, Ms Coates grows a variety of
vegetables with our school gardening club.
This year, she has got every class involved and is
running a competition to see who can grow the
biggest crop of potatoes. In June we will collect
the crops to weigh them and find out which class
has produced the heaviest crop.
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EYFS – Ducklings

Over the last couple of weeks our Nursery and
Reception children have had an amazing experience
looking after their very own ducklings. We received
them as eggs and the children were able to watch
them hatch one by one in the incubator before
watching them grow and develop. As you can
imagine, this created real excitement. The children
learnt about new life and the lifecycles of animal
while also having the opportunity to handle them and
take responsibility for caring for them. What a
wonderful learning opportunity.

ASHWELL VILLAGE MUSEUM
Help Please!!
As most people know we have our own Museum in the village which is run completely by Volunteers
from the Curator down and we all love to welcome the youngsters from Ashwell School when time,
opportunity and the curriculum allow. We would benefit greatly by a few new Volunteers who could join us
to help as I am suggesting below.
We open to the public on Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays from 2.30-5pm when we have two
Volunteers on duty. Offering to help then may occur 3-4 times a year and some older youngsters enjoy
helping with their Parents. It can be very interesting and fun as we do welcome a variety of Visitors from
many different places. Initial training and guidance will be given in advance so no need to worry.
We also are particularly anxious to find some Volunteers who could help with the occasional clean. That
again has always been run with people in pairs and is almost thought of as a rather superficial clean as all
we do is hoover through and clean the surfaces of the cabinets and door so the building is welcoming to
our Visitors. We do NOT do anything with artefacts so no need to worry there.
Our current teams are beginning to feel we should attract some new younger people and I recall starting
as a Volunteer when my Children were at Ashwell School now 40 years ago !
If you can help or want to discuss this further please give me (Karen Mills) a ring on 01462742155 or Jill
Powell , Our Chairperson on 01462742318 . My email address if you prefer is Karenmillsuk@yahoo.co.uk.
It might be worth noting that admission for all our young people is free.
Thank you very much and do hope we hear from you soon as it is hoped the Museum should reopen
alongside Government Guidelines in May or June. Of course there will be notices around the Village when a
date is fixed.

