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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Dear all,

Despite things being very different in school, we
have had an incredibly busy term and I cannot
believe how quickly the time has flown by! I am
really proud of all of our children, parents and
staff for how we have come together to make
this term a huge success. Thank you to everyone
for all of their hard work.
Christmas is almost upon us and we are in full
swing with our Christmas program, all be it an
adapted one!
It has been a huge shame that we have not been
able to welcome parents in and put on
productions this year. I really hope that we can
get back to these as soon as possible.
Please do make sure that you have read the
details of the letter sent to parents this week
about reporting COVID-19 cases during the
Christmas period. We have been so fortunate to
have not been affected by a positive case so far
and I need your support to continue to achieve
minimising any possible impact a case may have.









18th Dec – End of Term (1:15pm & 1:30pm)
4th Jan – INSET Day (School Closed)
5th Jan – Spring Term starts
8th Feb – Feeling Good Week
9th Feb – Safer Internet Day
11th Feb - Year 3 Class assembly (virtual)
12th Feb – Olympic Dance Workshop

A HUGE THANK YOU

I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who
has volunteered their time to help in school this term.
In particular, I want to thank the group of parents
who have given their time on a weekly basis to support
part of our recovery curriculum plan. They have heard
children read on a one to one basis across the school
and I am very grateful for this time.

Fundraising Totals
Save the Children UK (Christmas Jumper day) £269
School Raffle £710
On Friday, we say goodbye to Mr Maddox. I want WWF (Christmas cards) £TBC
to thank him for all of his hard work and
commitment to Ashwell School during his time
with us. I know that he will be greatly missed by
all. I wish him the very best of luck in his new
job. When we return in January, Year 5 will be
taught by Miss Howley. It is always exciting
when a new member of staff joins the school. I
know everyone will make her feel warmly
welcome.
I want to take this opportunity to wish everyone I look forward to seeing you all in the New Year as we
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
begin another eventful term at Ashwell!
Best wishes to you and your families. Stay safe
Mr S England
and stay well.
Headteacher
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PTA Updates

A Message from Mr Maddox

“As 2020 comes to an end, I’m sure we are all holding
Thank you to those who have made additional
donations recently and to those who have handed in onto that hope of a better, brighter new year. The
uniform for the second hand uniform shop.
usual end-of-term exhaustion is mixed with an
immense feeling of pride at having seen how our
It has been a real shame that we have been unable pupils have responded to this year’s many challenges,
to have ‘let them eat cake’ and the Christmas Disco from dealing with home learning with my class in
this term. I am really grateful to the PTA for
spring and summer, to the way in which Year 5 came
supporting us in other ways. The children
back ready and eager to learn. And, of course, those
thoroughly enjoyed their Christmas Lunch this
feelings for me at this time are also tinged with
week. Thank you to the PTA for providing the
some sadness as I say goodbye to Ashwell School at
crackers! The children also enjoyed seeing Santa
Christmas, but also excitement for the adventures
this week. Thank you to the PTA for supporting
and challenges ahead, working as an Assistant Head
with this event.
at Harston and Newton in Cambridgeshire.
We are pleased to be able to share that the
decking area that the school council requested
from the PTA has been finished this week.
Hopefully the benches and seating arrive soon!

Everybody in the Ashwell School community has been
so supportive of this transition for me, and I wanted
to thank you all so very much for that. When I told
my class, one student responded, “Well, if you’re
happy, Mr Maddox, then I’m happy for you”, which
was just lovely... until the rather poignant moment
was replaced by a follow-up question from another
student in the class: “So does this mean that you’ll
have to start wearing a top hat now?”. And there it
is: why I love teaching!

There has been so much to enjoy working at Ashwell
School, and I will take with me some very treasured
memories: our choir stunning the KTS students at
the Ashwell Music Festival with their fantastic
sound; taking students to the Royal Albert Hall,
Duxford Museum and West Stow Anglo-Saxon
Remember you can still support the school by using Village; enjoying the many school events, from
Widdershins to circus skills, and visiting authors to
the link below when shopping online:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ashw World Book Days; preparing for and filming news
reports at Burwell House over the last few years;
ellschool/
directing our fantastic Space: The Final
Or by donating @
Frontier end-of-year production (The Final
www.Paypal.me/AshwellschoolPTA
Countdown was a particular highlight!).
But even though I will be leaving the school, I will
not be leaving the village, and when this world is
realigned and we can all start to socialise again, you
will no doubt see me at many a village and school
event once more. And when you do, please say ‘Hi’!”
Mr Maddox
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Paws B Mindfulness with Mrs Wild
Well done to Year 6 who completed their Paws B
mindfulness course this week. We hope you continue
with the mindfulness skills you have gained and build
on them in the future!

Attendance & COVID-19

This year, more than ever before, children’s
attendance at school is vitally important.
Whole school attendance: 97.8%
Class

%

Year 4

98.6%

Year 1

98.5%

Oak (Reception)

98.3%

Year 3

97.5%

Year 2

97.4%

Year 6

97.4%

Year 5

97.4%

Acorn (Nursery)

96.8%

Music Achievements
Well done to the following children who have
recently achieved their music exam certifications:
Amelie B – Piano Grade 1
Alfie M – Drums Grade 4

Well done to Year 4 Who top the attendance
table.
May I remind parents to avoid booking holidays
or medical appointments during school times.
Year 1 have had great fun making Christmas decorations this week

Donate a Book to our Library

Book donations continue to come into the school
from our wish list. A huge thank you to everyone who
has already purchased a new book for the school
library.
To see our children’s wish list and to donate a new
book please see: http://amzn.eu/0R6HXLA

Marvin the Moose from Cambridge United with Amelie’s
Anti-Bullying poster entry.
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Hair today – gone tomorrow
Well done to Mya in Year 2 who has decided for
Christmas to donate her hair to the Little Princess
Trust as she wants to 'share her hair with
others’. She has created a just giving page to raise
money for the special cause as well.
Kym Eley is fundraising for Little Princess Trust
(justgiving.com)
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Reception – Art Work
'In Reception we have been learning about the
famous artist Kandinsky. He was a teacher before
he was an artist. We looked at one of his pictures
of concentric circles. We talked about the shapes
he used, and how the colours make us feel. Then we
had a go at recreating the picture, choosing
different colours for different feelings. We
worked as a team and then put our paintings
together. We are very proud of our picture!'

Mya's hair now.
She is due to have her hair cut on Thursday 17th
December! Good Luck Mya from everyone at
Ashwell School.

Year 6 Virtual Advent Calendar

Since the beginning of December, Year 6 have
been entertaining the school with their virtual
advent calendar.
The children had been missing seeing children
from other year groups and also felt they had
missed out on some of their usual ‘top of the
school responsibilities’.
Everyone across the school has thoroughly
enjoyed accessing the calendar each day. There
have been musical performances, jokes, poems and
Christmas songs for them to enjoy.
A huge thank you to all of the children in Year 6
and the staff who have supported them in
organising it.

Road Safety Education
This term, we have been working with
Hertfordshire County Council road safety team to
provide online, virtual educational session for
children across the school. It is an important topic
that we cover in our curriculum and I am delighted
that we have been able to continue with it despite
not being able to have the full practical lessons in
person. All of the events contribute towards our
ModeShift Stars accreditation. Details of the
sessions can be found below.
Reception - Stay Safe With Aya & Harry – Travelling By Car
Year 1 – Stay Safe With Aya & Harry – Visiting the Zoo
Year 3 - Safer Places To Cross
Year 4 - Pedestrian Skills Quiz
Year 5 - Distractions
Year 6 - Street Engineering Quiz
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Virtual Sporting Victory!
Due to COVID-19, we have been unable to attend
sporting fixtures and competitions. However, this
was not going to stop us from getting involved
virtually! To tie in with our Cricket lessons, the
whole school got involved and participated in a
virtual cricket competition against other schools
from across Hertfordshire!
CONGRATULATIONS to Years 1/2 who came in
1st place with 298 points combined.
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School Christmas Art Competition
Over the last two weeks, the children have been
invited to take part in a snowflake competition that
was organised by Miss Allworth!
The children had some time to think about their
design and have a go at practising some of the skills
before creating their final snowflake. Children were
inspired by the snowflakes used to create our
school village advent window.

CONGRATULATIONS TO Years 5/6 who came in
1st place with 1243 points combined.
Years 3/4 came in a well-deserved 6th place with
837 points combined.
A special mention to our medal winners:
Year 1: Dougie, Hector, Samuel, Isabella
Year 2: Emily R, Rosie, Haku, Luca
Year 5: Ben, Dani, Stanley, Amelie
Year 6: Elliot, Alfie R, Lola, Matthew
We are feeling even more competitive to go into
the Spring Term! Watch this space for further
competitions.
Miss Meehan – PE Leader

Well done to the winning snowflakes who were:
Nursery: Edith B, Jessica R, Hugo H, Harry G
Reception: Lexi P, Kiran S, Oscar L, Sam K
Year 1: Hector S, Fraser J, Connie B, Georgia W
Year 2: Haku B, Alfie A-W, Laney U, Lottie W
Year 3: Hannah K, Charlotte W, Jaz P, Eddie W-S
Year 4: Amelia T, Ronnie B, Orla L, Harry M
Year 5: Amelie B, Emily B, Harry VB, Alex W
Year 6: Lola E, Imogen C, Oscar N, John M

Christmas Raffle – Prize Winners
On Friday 11th December, we were joined by some of
our families for our first ever live raffle draw on
zoom! Thank you to those who joined us for the
occasion and thank you to everyone who bought
tickets to support the event.
1st Prize - £150 (Mr I Cook)
2nd Prize - £75 (Mrs Binstead – Donated to PTA)
3rd Prize - £25 (Asier D-L – Donated to School)

Ashwell School Newsletter
Nursery & Reception Tours &
Admission Arrangements
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Nursery Coin Hunt

It was lovely to see our Nursery out and about
around our school last week. They were working
As a result of the current COVID-19 pandemic, we
have specific systems of controls in place to protect together to spot clues and find stars that
indicated a location for hidden chocolate coins.
our children, staff and school community.
The children had a lot of fun and I was lucky
Regretfully, we are unable to run our school tours
enough to have a coin delivered to my office door!
and open mornings in the usual way. We know how
important this time is for you and we are keen to
show prospective parents around our school. Please
visit our admissions page for full details regarding
COVID-19 secure tours and to book a place:
https://ashwell.herts.sch.uk/our-school/admissions/

Alternatively you may wish to view our virtual
school tour here:
https://poly.google.com/view/cOeYuUEiQ0P

Reception - September 2021 Intake
Applications open – 2.11.20
Deadline for applications – 15.1.21
Allocation Day – 16.4.21
All Reception admissions via:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
Nursery - September 2021 Intake
Application opens – 4.1.21
Deadline for applications – 5.2.21
Allocation Day – 26.2.21
All Nursery admissions via:
On-Line Application Form

Homework @ Ashwell - IMPORTANT
Thank you to those who have read our new
homework policy, if you have not yet had the
chance please can I ask that you do.
I’d like to reiterate the message that we recognise
the importance of keeping core skills sharp. We
believe that homework should be kept to a
minimum and remain engaging, enjoyable and
manageable for all concerned.
It is really important that the weekly Reading,
Maths Facts and Spellings are completed to
support children with these core skills.
See the new Homework Policy for full details.

School Closure Notification System
When the decision is made to close the school, a
message will be entered on the Everbridge system
and ALL staff/parents/interested parties that
have signed up to it will get both a text and email
notifying them of the closure.
To sign up please go to:
member.everbridge.net/index/89280773672548
9 (you will have to copy and paste it into the URL
bar) and click the “Sign Up” button at the top
right hand side of the page on the grey strip, from
there follow the instructions. Registration is
simple and takes no more than 5 minutes to do
so. You can edit your information at any time
should you change your mobile number or email
address.

Ashwell School Newsletter
‘’Neglect Matters’ - HCC
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Christmas @ Ashwell

From Hertfordshire County Council:
The Hertfordshire ‘Neglect Matters’ campaign is
being launched in early 2021 in partnership with the
NSPCC and will focus on intervening at the earliest
opportunity to prevent neglect and the impact that it
has on children, young people and families.
In order to help shape the campaign and the services
we later develop countywide to support families we’d
be grateful for your views.

Christmas Lunch

We’re asking parents and carers to complete a
survey to help us understand what neglect means to
you. The survey is very short (only 8 questions in
total) and takes only 3 minutes to complete. All
answers are completely anonymous, and you don’t
have to have experienced neglect to take part.
We really want to hear from a variety of parents and
carers – whether you’re biological parents, adoptive
parents, grandparents, fosters carers and so on. We
would like to hear from people of all ages,
communities and backgrounds.

Santa Visit

Your feedback will help to build up a clearer picture
and ultimately shape a campaign that will be most
relevant to Hertfordshire and the people living here.
Protecting children is everyone’s business, so please
do help us by completing the survey at:
https://bit.ly/HertsNSPCCsurvey
Our Christmas card from Hector

