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School Closure & Lockdown!
Dear all,
I was delighted to be able to begin re-opening
our school more fully on 1st June in-line with the
Government guidance and wishes. Following a
thorough risk assessment of our site, staffing
capacity and physical space, we were really
pleased to be able to formulate a plan that
enabled all Year groups as outlined by the DfE to
return. Numbers in our Key Worker groups grew
which lead to the opening of a second bubble.
Following this, we then decided that, to give us
the best chance of bringing back as many
children as possible, we would set up a part time
return for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. We
were able to provide our usual five mornings a
week for our Nursery children. At the time of
writing this, I am now also delighted that we are
able to extend the part time offer and welcome
back Year 5 from Monday 22nd June.
Unfortunately, it is looking unlikely that we will
not be able to cater for any more year groups
returning at this stage, unless significant
changes in safety measures are made in the
coming weeks. We will continue to review this
and do everything we can right up until the end
of term.
I want to take this opportunity to say a huge
thank you to every section of our school
community. It is hard to find the words to
describe how everyone has come to work so
closely together whilst being forced to remain
so far apart!
I am incredibly proud of how the staff across
the school have adapted to continue to provide
the very best that we can for our children. From
supporting Key Worker childcare provision
through to embracing the learning of new ICT
skills in order to provide Google Meets and run

All further events for the 2019-20
academic year have now been cancelled.
Google Classrooms remotely, they have risen to
the challenge at every hurdle we have come to.
The emails of support from parents have been
overwhelming and are very much appreciated.
I really am keeping my fingers and everything else
crossed, that we are able to return to normal in
September and begin our ‘Recovery Curriculum’ to
catch up for the lost time in education. The
educational landscape will be unavoidably different
but we are ready for the challenge!
Despite the lockdown and restrictions in place,
there is still news to share with you from our
school community. I hope that bringing this to you
is somehow able to put a smile on your faces and
make people feel slightly more connected!
I wish everyone the best health – Stay safe.
Mr S England
Headteacher
If you have not yet had the opportunity to see our
Re-Opening video tour of the school showing the
safety measures that we have in place, it can be
found here: https://youtu.be/gisc4_uEFcU
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Donate a Book to our Library
Book donations continue to come into the school
from our wish list. A huge thank you to everyone
who has already purchased a new book for the
school library.
To see our children’s wish list and to donate a new
book please see: http://amzn.eu/0R6HXLA

PTA Updates
COVID-19 restrictions have unfortunately
significantly affected our planned PTA events
this year. It means that we will have been
severely impacted with regards to our
fundraising efforts and targets.
We are now obviously in uncertain times and
planning for future events is impossible at this
time. We very much hope that we can plan and
run a full set of events again starting from
September but will have to wait to see what
restrictions remain in place!
Remember you can still support the school by
using the link below when shopping online:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ashwell
school/

Or by donating @
www.Paypal.me/AshwellschoolPTA

Schools and Families Advice Line
The ‘Schools and Families Advice Line’ (SFAL) is a
new service established to provide emotional
wellbeing advice and early help to children and young
people, school staff and families during the
Covid-19 pandemic.
It can be really worrying when you, or someone you
know is going through a difficult time. If you feel
this service could help, please call our Single Point of
Access (SPA) who will take your details before
passing them onto our call back service.
https://www.hct.nhs.uk/covid-19/schools-andfamilies-advice-line-sfal/

School Vision & Core Values
A little reminder to all parents and children that,
shortly before lockdown, we decided to create a
strap line that summarises our school vision and
ethos. You may have seen this on our new letter
heads and our website.
Shaping futures: Together we learn, care and
grow
In addition to this, we have decided on 6 core
values to work towards:
Respect
Empathy
Resilience
Cooperation
Independence
Self-awareness
https://ashwell.herts.sch.uk/our-school/vision-values/

School Re-Opening Pupil Numbers
I thought that some of you may be interested to
see how many pupils have returned to school since
our partial re-opening on 1st June. This means we
have managed to get 41% of our children back so
far.
Nursery
Reception
Year 1
Year 6
Key Workers
Total

Week 1 (1/6/20)
13
13
16
29
15
86

Week 2 (8/6/20)
14
15
15
29
21
94
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Our School Community Efforts during COVID-19 - Stories from Children
Eloise and Isla’s PE activity. They ran 5k and
insisted on donating their own money to the NHS
charities. Isla found it tough going but she did it
with her big sister’s encouragement!
A huge congratulations and well done to the girls.

Amelie’s 10-100-1000 challenge
Amelie H has been raising money for the Garden
House Hospice. She raised £1140 by the end of
May. This is a fantastic effort. Amelie achieved
this by riding 100km on her bike before her 10th
birthday. “My family are supporting me up the
toughest hills and down the steepest down hills so
that I can really help those people with the care
that they need”
A huge well done to Amelie and thank you to
everyone who donated.

The girls were also inspired by Mrs Palinkas from
our first staff video!

Freddie and Stanley have been busy making a
rainbow domino speed wall. They thought you would
like to see it.

Daniel P has been a little superstar recently. A
friend of his from his old school has been fighting
Leukaemia for the past few months. Over the last
few weeks Daniel and his family have had a bit of a
clear out and managed to gather a large pile of
books, clothes, toys and so on which they were
going to send to charity shops. However, Daniel
asked if he could do a sale outside his house to
raise money for his friend. Well done Daniel, what a
fantastic thing to do.
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Ashwell School – Phased Re-opening Reports from Year 6
Back to School!
By Florence C (Year 6)
When I first got out of the car and entered the school
grounds, I could almost smell that familiar and usual
smell wafting into my nose, school. I embraced it sighing,
knowing it felt like home. I was worried though – the
thought of everything changing but as I stepped into the
new and improved classroom, I knew it would all be OK.

actually here again.’ I could feel butterflies in my
stomach as I took my first steps, like it was my very first
ever day at a new school! I cautiously walked down the
meadow hill, waving goodbye to my mum. In the distance,
I could see my wonderful friends, at a distance with me
and with each other too. It felt weird that they hadn’t
come running over to me but I knew why. It still felt
great to see them and be back.

The teachers were brilliant; they quickly helped me
settle in and get back into the routine. After a little
while, I loved it already and I was laughing and actually
skipping for joy.

In the classroom, I could see lots of tables all spaced out
at two metres apart. I knew I’d soon be placed at one.
When I sat on my chair, I felt a sigh of relief that I
didn’t have a learning partner. Sometimes, someone who is
a support but often someone who can also be annoying
too! I could just concentrate and get on. I look up and can
see my wonderful teachers again – and it feels like it did,
back to normal once again.

This wonderful school has put so much into welcoming us
back – all of us. And I therefore feel as safe as I could
have hoped for and even better for finally being back!

Back to School!
By Joseph H (Year 6)
As I walked through the gate of the school, at 08:45am,
(earlier than usual) I hesitated. There in front of me,
were my friends. Yes I had seen them through the
internet during this time but it wasn’t the same. Now I
could see them in the flesh, I felt so happy and yet sad
too, not to be able to walk right up to them!

Then comes break time and I do wish things were back to
normal. It isn’t the same being told to stay apart! Two
metre games. Who can play two metre games? But we
played, we all did and it works. I have a smile on my face
and feel that it is great to be back.

Back to School!
By Mia P (Year 6)
It is a strange thought you know, walking through that
same gate with the same buildings, the same school, and
even the same trees. But somehow, it is unrecognisable to
me. As if I hadn’t been here for a whole year of my life –
not weeks! The painfully quiet streets around the school.
The only sounds on the meadow, were of the trees
The walk to the classroom wasn’t the same. The noisy
swaying and the humming wildlife around me. Then I see
meadow was calm and silent for a change. Yes, it was
their faces. Relief, as I see Mr England and Mrs Wild at
quiet but I can cope with that change! It felt good to
the gate. Both anxiously waiting and watching, about to
finally be back!
shout the words, ‘Welcome back!’ and at that moment, the
By day three, today, I feel like I am able to feel more
memories came back, like a rush of water and I felt that
settled in. It is hard to play socially distanced games and motivation to return.
the lessons are different but there are good things too.
The classroom, as I walk in, is busy. A rush of ‘hellos’ and
I now have my own desk and my own stationery – which I
immediately I begin to smile. Now, one of the things I’ve
love. No learning partners but we still talk! I’m just so
loved. A whole table to myself! The teachers working
happy to be back!
hard, to make school safe and life as normal as possible
for us and as fun! The adults smile at me and help me. But
Back to School!
I miss the high fives and the group hugs! As much as I
By Poppy C (Year 6)
When I first entered the school through the meadow
might nag and whine about school, I have been terribly
gates, my thoughts were, ‘wow, I really can’t believe I am upset I can’t go. It is amazing to be back!
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Universal Credits – Help to claim
If your financial circumstances have been affected
by the COVID 19 crisis you could now be entitled
to Benefit Related Free School Meals. The
government can only offer help to those who are in
receipt of Benefit Related Free School Meals so
applications are encouraged from all year groups.
To find out if you are eligible please fill out the
simple online application form at:
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-andeducation/at-school/free-school-meals/free-school-meals.aspx

where you will receive an instant response
regarding your eligibility status.

HATs & Wrap-around Care
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Move Up Morning – Transition
We know that it will not be possible to carry out
our usual transition morning with the children in
their new classes. I will be writing to parents and
children next week to share our intended staffing
organisation for September so they will know who
their new teachers will be.
We are constantly reviewing the safety measures
and guidance as things change and while we know it
is unlikely that other year groups will return
before September, we recognise children need
some kind of closure on this year, and will do our
very best to provide some form of face to face
contact before the summer holidays for all children
if we are able to.

Parents, please look out for a letter that will be
coming from me in the next week or so. It contains
Summer Reading Challenge
important information about our Wrap-around Care
At this time of year we would usually be promoting
provision at Ashwell School and what we intend to
the Reading Agency's Summer Reading Challenge.
offer in the future.
This year is obviously very different as libraries
are not going to be fully open for the foreseeable
Home Learning
Firstly a huge well done to everyone on their
future. Therefore, they have set up the Reading
efforts with learning from home in recent months.
Challenge online.
We know how much of a challenge this has been
The 'Silly Squad' will run from June to September.
and continues to be the longer children are away
Head to the Summer Reading Challenge Facebook
from school. Despite many barriers, I hope that
page for all the fun.
you believe we have delivered an extensive Home
Learning Support Program. I am proud of what
Children will join the 'Silly Squad' team of animal
staff have achieved as balancing staff workload
friends who love to go on adventures and get stuck
and getting the right level of child engagement was into all kinds of funny books. The Reading Agency's
crucial.
website will help children keep track of the books
I have seen some wonderful examples of work and
heard lots of stories from teachers across the
school. The fact that we managed to continue with
some form of Outdoor Learning week and Mental
Health Awareness week during lockdown was
amazing. It is impossible to share all of the
fantastic things I have seen and heard but one
example that sticks out comes from Jacob C (Year
4). During mental health week, he planned his very
own ‘Whacky Sports Day’ for charity. To date this
has raised over £1000. This will keep a community
education centre in Senegal running whilst they
deal with the current crisis. Well done Jacob!

they are reading. There will be book
recommendations, as well as activities, quizzes,
videos and games to keep children entertained at
home. Children can join here:
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/
The Library have a great selection of books to
choose from search for the BorrowBox digital
library.
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