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February – Happy Half Term
Dear all,
We have all made it to half term. The spring term
is usually short but this time around I am sure
that it will have felt a little longer for us all!
Christmas is now a distant memory, the winter
weather has properly arrived but we can also look
to longer hours of daylight and the warmer
weather arriving soon.
I have been delighted with the response to the
situation we find ourselves in, balancing the
education of children both in school and at home
has been challenging but I have been amazed at
how everyone has settled into effective routines.
The levels of engagement have been exceptional
and I am incredibly proud of what the children,
parents and staff have managed to achieve.
We wait with anticipation to see what the next
phase of this pandemic will now bring us. As I
write today, we are expecting an announcement
from the Government on Monday 22nd February.
I very much hope for some good news but also
want to make sure that we all have realistic
expectations too. Please be reassured, regardless
of what the road map out of this lockdown looks
like, we, as a school, will be here to support
everyone. We have some really lovely things
planned for after half-term and I will include
some details of these in my Friday email to
parents.
Wishing you all the very best of health and I
hope you have a lovely half term to recharge your
batteries!
Mr S England
Headteacher

As school is currently closed to most pupils
with no known return date – All planned
school events; trips etc. are currently
postponed or cancelled.
Depending on circumstances and on when the
school re-opens, we will endeavour to reschedule as many cancelled events as we are
able to.
Further information to follow.
 15th Feb – Half Term
 1st March – World Book Day / Week
 1st March – 12th March – Parent’s
Consultation appointments.
 8th March – Science Week
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Feeling Good Week
This week we have been celebrating
Hertfordshire’s feeling good week. This follows on
from national children’s mental health day last
week! It also tied in beautifully with the recent
launch of our Wellbeing Wednesday’s!
Throughout the week children in school and at
home have had the opportunities to take part in
activities such as:
- A special virtual assembly led by Mrs Wild
to launch the week.
-

Year 6 continue to access virtual mindful
sessions with Mrs Wild.

-

A Music webinar with ‘Electric Umbrella’

-

Wellbeing Session with Premier Education

-

Various activities within their classroom and

Florence & Hugo embrace Wellbeing Wednesday with a disco
and tuck shop at home.

on Google Classroom.
Take a look at what some of the children have been
up to.

After a recent virtual assembly all about literally and
metaphorically climbing mountains, Edwin shared this with us on
Google Classroom. What a view – Castle Crag! Well done Edwin.

Year 1 spent Wellbeing Wednesday building an obstacle course
that then turned into a reading den!

Year 3 have been looking after the birds who may find it
difficult to find food during the colder winter months. They
mixed seeds, currants and lard, a very messy business, before
pushing the sticky mixture in to some pinecones. Finally, Year 3
hung these pinecone bird feeders from the trees near the pond
and enjoyed watching the birds feasting!
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Celebration of Learning
In Year 1 we had some amazing camouflage art last
Friday, linking to our Science topic Animals.
Below is work by Edward, Aoife and Hector.
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For 'Feeling Good Week', Year 4 have been looking
at the book 'The Boy, The Mole, The Fox and The
Horse’, written by Charlie Mackesy.
We thought of our own positive messages that made
us feel good and showed kindness or inspired others
to keep going! We then created our own artwork,
taking inspiration from his drawings to accompany
our messages.
Below is the work from Mélie and Rory.
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PTA Updates
Thank you to those who have made additional
donations recently and to those who have handed
in uniform for the second hand uniform shop.
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CBBC on YouTube
We recently contacted you about Blue Peter and
we’d like to inform you that there has also been an
exciting revamp to the CBBC YouTube Channel.
We’re sure you will be interested in this for
entertainment at half term and outside homeschooling hours.

Unfortunately, at the moment we are unable to
plan any further PTA fundraising events.
Remember you can still support the school by using
the link below when shopping online:
They are uploading videos to it daily that are
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/ash
suitable for 5-11 year olds. They have all the top
wellschool/
CBBC brands on here, with a wide range of genres
from factual shows, news, dramas, comedy to
Or by donating @
entertainment. Programmes like Horrible Histories,
www.Paypal.me/AshwellschoolPTA
Blue Peter, Newsround, The Next Step, Saturday
Mash-Up, Operation Ouch, the Playlist, the Dumping
A PTA newsletter has been sent to parents
Ground, Heirs of the Night and Jamie Johnson.
separately today with further information
They are also welcoming back Dani Harmer in the
brilliant new programme My Mum Tracy Beaker.
www.youtube.com/cbbc - (it’s obviously completely
free to subscribe!) and don’t forget to watch the
CBBC live daily and on the BBC iPlayer.

Attendance & COVID-19
Class

Number in School

Acorn (Nursery)

6

Oak (Reception)

12

Year 1

10

Year 2

11

Year 3

11

Year 4

15

Year 5

10

Year 6

14

Health & Wellbeing Support
At school, we have a huge amount of information in
the form of resources, website links, agencies and
many other things to support those who feel they
need help or support at this difficult time. We are
very aware of how many emails you are getting at
the moment and how much information there is to
digest so rather than bombard you, PLEASE GET
IN TOUCH IF YOU WOULD LIKE THIS SENT.

Donate a Book to our Library
Book donations continue to come into the school
from our wish list.
A huge thank you to everyone who has already
purchased a new book for the school library. To see
our children’s wish list and to donate a new book
please see:
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BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS
For some time now, we have been sourcing funds to
invest heavily in brand new high quality reading
books for our children. I am delighted to now be
able to share that these have arrived, been
unpacked, catalogued and are now in place, ready to
be used. We have spent almost £9000 on
replenishing and refreshing the following:
- Our Guided Reading book sets
-

Our Oxford Reading Tree banded scheme

-

Specific, high quality class texts and

Industry at Home – Science
Following huge success with previous IndusTRY at
home activities, the next two are now available:
What’s in a Mince Pie?
Pipeline Shapes
Why not give it a go: http://ciec.org.uk/industry-athome.html

readers for use within the curriculum
-

Further stocking our library

I want to say a huge thank you to the Henry
Colbron Trust (£6000) and our PTA (£3000) for
their generous donations towards this. Without
them, we simply would not be able to do it.
We passionately believe that reading is the key to
unlocking everything for our children. These
beautiful books will really help us continue to
promote a love for reading.
*Please read your Friday email carefully for
information about how your child, learning from home
will be given access to these.

Stay Wise – Saving Lives

The nation’s emergency services have teamed up
with a range of national safety charities to produce
a new website packed full of their collective safety
education resources for schools and parents.
StayWise is a free learning platform aimed at
pupils aged 3 - 11. It brings together the
educational resources of the emergency services
linked to the national curriculum. That means pupils
can learn about fire safety as part of a Maths
lesson or write a set of escape plan instructions in
an English lesson.
The National Fire Chiefs Council (NFCC) leads on
the partnership behind StayWise. Partners include
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution, HM
Coastguard, the Association of Ambulance Chief
Executives, the National Police Chiefs Council,
Injury Minimisation Programme for Schools and the
Royal Life Saving Society.
https://staywise.co.uk/
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School Council - UPDATE

Despite some of our school council being at home
and some in school, we have been able to continue
to work towards their 2020-21 project – a
decked seating area to promote positivity and
friendship. A place to relax and chill out during
break times, to sit and speak with friends. It will
also provide an area, in memory of the COVID-19
period of time that we have all been through
together.
Yesterday we held a virtual School Council
meeting to share the final plans and take
feedback on designs. I am delighted to share
that we are now able to place the various orders
needed to complete this. Part of this project has
been funded using the generous donations from
parents that were given to the school at the end
of last summer term. THANK YOU!





Benches will be in the school Navy and Green
Marmax – made from 100% recycled plastic
Marmax contribute towards the NSPCC when we
purchase with them

Page 6

School Closure Notification System

When the decision is made to close the school, a
message will be entered on the Everbridge system and
ALL staff/parents/interested parties that have
signed up to it will get both a text and email notifying
them of the closure.
To sign up please go to:
member.everbridge.net/index/892807736725489
(you will have to copy and paste it into the URL bar)
and click the “Sign Up” button at the top right hand
side of the page on the grey strip, from there follow
the instructions.

We have also had a School Values and golden rules
board designed for the hall. (see below)

