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Enjoy your summer holiday!  
Dear all, 

 

As we approach the end of term and another 

academic year at Ashwell, it is a time for 

celebration and reflection. The reflection 

undoubtedly will bring mixed emotions as we 

say goodbye to another Year 6 cohort of 

children and a number of members of staff 

some who have been with Ashwell for many 

years and have given a large part of their life 

to the school. Alongside this, it is also 

important to mention and thank Peter Chapman, 

David Short and Jo McCallion who are 

departing the Governing body. Peter and David 

have been with the school for over 10 Years 

and overseen an incredible amount of change 

during their terms of office. I am sure you will 

join me in thanking them.  

 

On a personal note, I have thoroughly enjoyed 

my first two terms as Headteacher at Ashwell. 

It has not taken long to see just how special 

this school is to the children, staff and local 

community. It really is a unique place with a 

very special team of dedicated staff and 

parents who really care about their children’s 

education. I have been made to feel extremely 

welcome and am proud of what we have 

achieved together in such a short space of 

time. I am excited about next year and what 

September will bring and I look forward to 

your continued support. 
 

All that is left for me to do is wish you all a 

lovely summer break, keep safe. 
 

Yours Sincerely  

Mr S England 

Headteacher  

 

Newsletter 
19th July 2017 

 

Building Improvements 

I have been waiting a while now for further 

details of our school roof and window walling 

project. A team from Hertfordshire County 

Council have been working on the tendering 

process which is now coming to an end. 

Although I currently do not have the finer 

details I need to warn you that it is likely that 

at some point during the summer holidays the 

roofing and window replacement work will 

commence.  

Until I have met with the contractors carrying 

out the work I will not know exactly how this 

will affect the day to day running of the 

school. Inevitably there will be some disruption 

and the school will look like a building site for a 

long period of time. During the works, I will do 

my very best to communicate regularly with 

parents informing them of the progress.  

It will mean some changes to classrooms as the 

contractors move around the site and we will 

need to work flexibly with this while ensuring 

minimum disruption to the children’s learning. 

In the long run it will be exciting to have a new 

roof and fresh new looking windows around the 

school, in addition to this we anticipate 

considerable savings with regards to gas and 

electricity. 

Thank you in advance for your support and 

patience with this.  

 

Ashwell Primary School 
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 Friday 1st September – INSET DAY 

 Monday 4th September – INSET DAY 

 Tuesday 5th September – Term starts 

 Friday 15th September – Year 4 Swimming 

Starts 

 Wednesday 20th September – Year 5 

Paralympic Event at KTS 
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Upcoming Events 
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Nursery Sports Morning 

On Friday 7th July, our Nursery children joined 

with Playgroup and Gloria’s nursery children 

for a lovely morning of sporting activities. The 

children had a wonderful time mixing with each 

other and trying out new activities. They coped 

well with the weather but all looked exhausted 

by the end of the morning. One child told me 

that their highlight was the ‘biscuit and juice’ 

at the end!  

PTA – Summer Sizzling Bonanza 

On Friday 14th July, our PTA kindly ran their 

summer event to raise funds for the children at 

the school. It was a lovely evening after school 

and again fantastic to see how well supported it 

was.  

 

I would like to day a huge thank you to all of the 

PTA members and parents who volunteered to 

help out with various aspects of the afternoon. 

A special thank you to the year 6 children who 

helped run all the stalls. 

Final chance to come and claim this summer 

terms lost property!  Please come in and check 

you are not missing anything - it will also be on 

the playground on the last day of term. 

Lost Property  

Premier League – Primary Stars 

Our school was nominated to be part of the 

Premier League Primary Stars education 

programme. We won a prize draw and have 

received a box bursting with 15 titles by famous 

authors. In addition to this we have received a 

grant to purchase a new school sports kit for 

next year.  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwji45Gd-IjVAhVBvhQKHTapD4IQjRwIBw&url=http://www.hartlebury.worcs.sch.uk/news/fullpost/38&psig=AFQjCNGETCi8RhuaX1wdA1isWi4w-1JL_w&ust=1500127363406336


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
  
 
  
 
 
 

School & Class Attendance  

Year 3 Young Enterprise 
The children in Sycamore have been busy this 

term linking lots of their learning to a Young 

Enterprise activity. In groups, they were 

tasked with setting up, promoting and running a 

stall to raise money for a charity of their 

choice. The children learnt about persuasive 

writing, formal letter writing, budgeting and 

profit margins when completing the project. 

 

Children from across the school then visited 

their stalls during one afternoon and it proved 

to be a huge success. The children in year 3 did 

a fantastic job and raised money for the 

following charities: WWF, Cancer research, 

Garden City Hospice, Water Aid, Centrepoint, 

and the Lullerby Trust. 

 

Mrs Jones would like to thank everyone who 

supported the children with this project.  

Attendance at Ashwell continues to be good 

with our whole school figure currently at 

97.3% 

 

May I remind parents to avoid booking 

holidays or medical appointments during school 

times wherever possible.  Our school 

attendance policy is on the school website, 

should you need to refer to it. 

 
School attendance – 97.3% 

Class  %  

Chestnut 97.9 

Maple 97.4 

Sycamore 97.4 

Willow 97.3 

Poplar 97.1 

Pine 97.0 

Birch 96.9 

Oak 95.8 

Acorn (Nursery) 95.2 

  

Well done to Chestnut who top the attendance 

table for this academic year! 
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MarvellousMe  

I hope that you have been enjoying our 

MarvellousMe app and feel more informed 

about what the children are learning about in 

school. I hope it has enabled you to discuss the 

school day with your children.  

 

We have 232 parents joined up to 

MarvellousMe so far. Can we have a parent 

from every child in the school? 
 

If you have any feedback regarding the use of 

MarvellousMe I would be delighted to hear it. 

Village Trips (Year 1 & 2) 
Lots of our classes have been out and about in 

the Village recently. There have been visits to 

the Museum, Springs, Lock up and High Street 

for a variety of activities. Thank you to parents 

who have supported on these outings, making 

them possible.  
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School Journey 

Our Year 5/6 school residential to York was a 

huge success this year. The children and staff 

had a fantastic time away and came home 

thoroughly exhausted. During the week they 

visited York Minster, Jorvik Viking Centre, 

Castle Museum, Clifford’s Tower and Castle 

Howard. On the final full day they spent time in 

Scarborough where they visited the Sea Life 

Centre for a shark experience and then the 

Rotunda Museum before heading to the beach 

for rock pooling. Before heading home on Friday 

they went to the National Railway Museum and 

had a science talk ‘From Rocket to Bullet’. 

Ashwell Learning Journey 

Success at Rural Sports 
On Tuesday 11th July our Rural Sports athletic 

team travelled to Ridlins Athletic Stadium to 

compete in a variety of events against other 

schools in the North of Hertfordshire.  There 

were a number of extremely good performances 

and overall our team finished 4th.  

 

Congratulations to Mrs Reynolds and her team. 

Well done children – you were a credit to the 

school. 

Staff have been busy mapping out our new 

Ashwell curriculum – ‘The Ashwell Learning 

Journey’. This has been necessary as we 

transition to single aged classes from 

September. Once we have finalised these we will 

share them with parents so that you are aware 

of what children are learning about in each 

subject area. We are aiming to be creative in 

our approach to ensure we are able to maximise 

the use of our teaching timetable.  

 

Watch this space - information to follow in 

September.  

 

Final Farewell  

I’d like to take this opportunity to say a huge 

thank you and farewell to our Year 6 pupils. We 

are all proud of their time at Ashwell and wish 

them the best of luck in their new schools. 

 

]  

Successful Transition Morning 

Last Thursday the children enjoyed their first 

morning in their new classes. It was wonderful to 

welcome the new members of staff. Children 

seemed really settled during the morning and 

September looks to be an exciting time.  

Celebration Assembly  

On Monday 17th July it was lovely to welcome 

some parents to our celebration assembly where 

certificates were given out for: Swimming, 

bikeability, music, Rural sports, 100% 

attendance and the Bernard Cohen Writers 

award was presented to Charlie (Y3), Esme (Y4), 

Kyle (Y5) and Sophia (Y6). Well done to all.  


